
The “Forest and Trees” of Bible Versions 
 

t is a good thing that God is far bigger than the issue of English Bible versions. After all, His 
word is not limited to ink on paper. Consider this: The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but 

the word of our God shall stand for ever. (Isaiah 40:8) If the next words out of your mouth are, 
“Yes, but which version,” you are missing the forest for the trees. His word is going to stand 
forever, no matter what. 
 
If I tell you, “I’m going to keep my promise to you” but you can’t find that piece of paper I wrote 
it on, does that disannul my promise? No, because I said it, and my thoughts and intents went 
with my words. I’m good for my word over time, distance and whatever happened to that paper. 
Considering Bible versions, no matter which version you read: The counsel of the LORD 
standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. (Psalms 33:11) His thoughts and 
intents, which we can know from any version, are to everyone of all generations, languages, and 
skin colors. God’s eternal word is not bound by an English translation.  
 

The Big Picture 
emember, His word that endures forever is made up of such elements as His promises, 
commands, testimonies, laws, judgments, precepts, statutes, etc. Thus, any version in any 

language supports God’s eternal truth that He hates sin and will judge it, for instance. We will 
call this the “forest,” and no matter what version you’re reading, you likely grasp this. 
 
To illustrate, let’s say a son goes off to college, and in the first semester he falls in love. He’s 
finally ready to tell Mom and Dad, so he emails his dad to break the news and explain. Dad reads 
the email at work just before he heads home where he tells Mom, “Brad emailed me. He has a 
new girlfriend.” Mom is shocked and wants to know more about it. Dad rehearses the facts. She 
is tall and a year older. She wants to major in psychology. And she’s from Indiana. Mom mulls 
these facts over. She now knows enough about Brad’s situation to be happy for him. She broadly 
grasps the “forest” well enough that she can share the good news with family and friends. 
 

Switching to Trees 
owever, Brad’s mother wants to actually study that email to learn everything it said, 
including the way Brad worded it so that perhaps she could get a better understanding of 

this revelation. That level of detail we will call the “trees” in the forest. She reads his actual 
words and discovers the girl is not from Indiana, but Iowa, and her educational goal is not 
psychology but psychiatry. Details are so important! 
 
Let’s turn back to the Bible. You’re sitting in a group Bible study with various versions 
represented. You’re discussing God’s truth… perhaps the topic is love or peace or hope. 
Fortunately, any Bible translation or paraphrase will shed light on the forest of God’s eternal 
truth on any of those topics. 
 
You will, however, face a little challenge if you wander around in the “trees” of specific verses. 
Some group Bible studies are general enough that Bible versions won’t matter, and God’s big 
picture “forest” view is transparent in any version. In some Bible studies, God’s word is only 
loosely consulted, and the bulk of the time goes to getting everyone’s thoughts and opinions on 
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it. This fly-by approach to Bible study is not as much about the content of the Bible and how one 
passage relates to another. If you want that level of depth, you need some understanding of 
what’s behind Bible versions. First, the Apostle Paul said to Timothy, Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) You can’t study and rightly divide it if you don’t grasp and believe that 
what you read is what God meant. 
 
To illustrate, let’s say everyone in your group is focused on Psalm 12:6-7. Brittany has the King 
James Version (KJV), and she reads aloud, The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried 
in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve 
them from this generation for ever. She explains with excitement what she thinks that means. It’s 
pretty clear. The Lord’s words are pure, and He keeps His words. In fact, He is going to preserve 
His words for all generations… forever! 
 
Jennifer has the New International Version (NIV), and she says, “Wait, that’s not what it says!” 
She reads hers: And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay 
purified seven times. O Lord, you will keep us safe and protect us from such people forever. 
 
In verse 7, the KJV says God will keep and preserve His words forever. In the NIV, God will 
keep us safe and protect us. Brittany and Jennifer scratch their heads. Which is it? Perhaps other 
versions will shed some light. Verse 7 in The Common English Bible (CEB) says, You, LORD, 
will keep us, protecting us from this generation forever. Others say something similar.  
We’re hung up on a tree in the forest here, and we can’t figure out how to resolve it. The KJV is 
the only one to translate it as though God is preserving His word. All the others, God is 
protecting His people. Does the majority rule? Here’s where we must ask some important 
questions. How do we know which version is right? In fact, are any of them right? What does the 
original Hebrew text say from which this was translated? Do we need a Greek and Hebrew 
degree to figure out things like this? Let’s bring in someone with a Bible degree. We must need 
the pastor to come in and tell us what this verse really means.  
 

Solid Footing 
emember, God’s word is eternal (Ps. 119:89 in any version). Problem is, we don’t know 
what His word is in the above Bible study scenario. A study in how we got our English 

Bibles is long (but on mastertruth.com, visit Bible Versions under Materials for “Why Bible 
Versions Matter”). None of the original Greek and Hebrew texts were preserved. Yet God says, 
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. (Matthew 24:35) With no 
originals, it looks like His word (the trees) did pass away. Except He did preserve them, and it’s 
thanks to scribes who copied the originals. They made many many copies that were found in a 
wide geographical range and further copied and translated into other languages. The whole body 
of those many copied manuscripts and their translation is called “The Received Text” or “The 
Majority Text.”  
 
As God used His servants, Satan’s minions were tasked with corrupting the word and making us 
now question what God really said. Doesn’t that sound familiar? When Satan appeared to Eve in 
the Garden of Eden to introduce sin, he caused her to question what God really said (Genesis 
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3:1). Satan hasn’t changed. In the process of passing along copies of the Greek and Hebrew 
texts, some nefarious characters found other copies that had been thrown into the trash can, dug 
them out and formed a line of Hebrew and Greek from bad copies that did not match the masses 
of copies that agreed with one another and that were plentifully available—the Majority Text. 
They came up with another line, a compilation of these different straggler copies (representing 
only 1% of copies ever discovered). In the process, they made some of their own adjustments 
based on their own beliefs, and the result is called the “Minority Text” or the “Alexandrian Text” 
(because they were found in Alexandria Egypt).  
 
Today, when scholars translate from Greek and Hebrew into English, they use either the 
Majority Text or the Minority Text offshoots, which actually differ significantly from one 
another. Back to the Bible study and the question over Ps. 12:6-7. Remember, the KJV is the 
only one that says God will preserve His word. That verse is translated from the Majority Text 
version, which was the only one available well into the 1800s. The Minority Text version of the 
original languages appeared later, and all the modern Bible translations come from that.  
 
The odd one out in any Bible study is always going to be the one using the KJV. The other 
versions largely agree with each other because they were translated from the Minority Text. By 
the way, the Minority Text was adjusted and carried forward by some men who did not believe 
the truths of the Bible. If you’re curious to learn more about this, just Google “Westcott and 
Hort.”  
 
Back to the original point, God is still in control, and His word will still live forever. He has 
preserved His word in written form, and He advises us to study it. If you are currently using a 
newer version from the corrupt Minority Text, God will still get glory, and you will learn the 
basics that He wants you to know. Many folks have gotten saved and grown spiritually from 
reading modern translations. Newer translations are easier to read, for sure. But if you have to 
choose between readability and accuracy, choose accuracy. If it’s too difficult to figure out 
what’s going on in a KJV passage, perhaps read it first in an easy-to-read newer translation for 
an overall sense, then go back and study it in the KJV for accuracy.  
 
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) 
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