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Level Set

S

tashed in the miscellaneous historical section of Ketuvim (the
Writings), the third and final section of Tanakh (Hebrew
Bible), is one of the most enchanting books in the canon of
scripture—the Book of Nehemiah. In a fairy tale, this would be a
book with a surface value of nothing more than the historical
restoration of Jerusalem following the Babylonian exile of the Jews.
But when dusted off, bright rays of light shine forth, and maps of
hidden treasures are discovered by those who spend time with it. In
reality, the Book of Nehemiah is incredibly relevant and valuable for
modern-day living and challenges. It is a treasure trove for how to
be successful in leadership and management, in spiritual warfare,
and in knowing the future, as it is packed with mind-blowing biblical
prophesies.
Spiritual wellness is the focus of this book. Imagine life with
no more relapses. People whose lives are ruined by sin and those
who struggle with habitual sin will be able to recover and live
victoriously by applying God’s methods in this book. Practitioners
will CELEBRATE RECOVERY and triumph as fruitful children of God.
Spiritual wellness is a critical component of a successful
recovery. We must acknowledge there is a devil and one of his goals
is to keep us from being useful and happy. We must also
acknowledge we cannot win spiritual battles with physical elements
or without God’s help. As such, the journey to recovery begins with
a right relationship with God through Jesus Christ, His Son. A
ruptured relationship with God leaves a person defenseless as a city
that is broken down and without walls. (See how to begin a right
relationship with God in Appendix A.)
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Just as we must maintain our earthly relationships with our
loved ones, we must also maintain our relationship with God in our
daily walk with Him. The saying, “You can’t have your cake and eat it
too” is true. We cannot claim to be a child of God and live however
we want on our terms. Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I say?
A long-lasting recovery also requires us to fulfill our
purpose in life. People like to quote, “Life exists for a purpose.”
Whose purpose? It is for God’s purposes, not ours. The entire
creation exists to bring honor and glory to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created. People who live for self deny
God the pleasure due Him and deny themselves of God’s good
purposes toward them. The true measurement of a successful
recovery is not in how long a person has been clean in order to
return to live for self. That’s just par—back to the “Me-monster”
before the fall with chances of a relapse being likely, as there is no
real advancement from the old self. The true measurement of a
successful recovery is in the new person—the old self mortified and
the new person useful to God and society.

How to use this book
Each chapter in this book contains three major sections:
Historical Synopsis, Key Spiritual Lessons, and Prophetic End Time
Secrets.
The Historical Synopsis section gives an overview of what
happened historically in each chapter. (The Bible is an accurate
history book.) This is great for Bible teachers and students who
want to summarize and outline the book of Nehemiah.
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The Key Spiritual Lessons section shows how to apply God’s
truth to your life. This is the meat of each chapter. It opens your
eyes to spiritual warfare.
The Prophetic End Time Secrets section reveals the end time
prophecies that are encoded in the chapter. Fair warning, it will
overwhelm you and knock your socks off!

Historical Background
Three waves of Jews returned to Jerusalem from their
captivity in Babylon. Zerubabbel led the first wave, which consisted
of 49,697 people (Ezra 2:64-65) in 536 B.C., under the
commandment and blessing of Cyrus, king of Persia. In Jerusalem,
they practiced the Law of Moses such as in offerings and sacrifices
to the Lord, and in keeping of set feasts. They were successful in
laying the foundation and building the temple of God. However,
their effort to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem was forcefully
challenged and abruptly stopped by their enemies after receiving
commandment from king Artaxerxes (who was thought to be
Cambyses, the successor of Cyrus). The enemies “made them to
cease by force and power” (Ezra 4:23), presumably breaking down
the wall that had been started and burning the gates (Nehemiah
1:3).
About 78 years later, in 458 B.C., Ezra led the second wave
of Jews to return to Jerusalem under the blessing of Artaxerxes I.
The total number of people that went with Ezra is unclear, but Ezra
chapter 8 gives a total of 1,754 males. Ezra mourned the affinity of
the people with strangers, reformed the strange marriages, and
restored worship in the temple.
About 14 years later, in 444 B.C., Nehemiah led the third
wave of Jews to return to Jerusalem to fortify the city under the
blessing of Artaxerxes I, whom he served as cupbearer. Artaxerxes I
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was the son of Ahasuerus (Xerxes), who took Esther to be his queen.
The Feast of Purim (Esther 9:20-32), that commemorates the
deliverance of the Jewish people in the ancient Persian empire from
destruction in the wake of a plot by Haman, was instituted on
March 8, 473 B.C., only eight years before Artaxerxes I became king.
The Book of Nehemiah, like Ezra, Ruth, Job, Esther, and
others, is named after its principal character. The name Nehemiah
means “Jehovah comforts”. Told largely in the form of first-person
memoir, the book was written by Nehemiah himself. The Jews
considered the writings of Ezra and Nehemiah to be one book, but
the repetition of Ezra 2 in Nehemiah 7 indicates that the two books
were originally distinct works.
The Book of Nehemiah covers a period of at least 20 years,
from December, 445 B.C., to about 425 B.C., when Nehemiah once
again returned from Babylon (Nehemiah 5:14, Nehemiah 13:6-7) to
cleanse Jerusalem, and the province, of various evils that had crept
in during his absence since 432 B.C. The careers of Ezra and
Nehemiah overlapped, as may be seen in Nehemiah 8:1-9 and
Nehemiah 12:26. It is quite probable that Malachi prophesied
during the governorship of Nehemiah, for many of the evils he
denounced are found to be prominent in the Book of Nehemiah.
The Book of Nehemiah can be outlined as such:
•
•

Chapter 1 to 6: Rebuilding of the walls
Chapter 7 to 13: Rebuilding of the people

In the English bible, the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther,
Job, and Psalms are divinely ordered and organized as such.
Together, they foretell the future of the Jewish nation.
•

Ezra and Nehemiah depict the rebuilding and
reoccupation of Jerusalem. This was fulfilled in 1948
when Israel became a nation again.
8

•

Esther depicts the persecution of the Jews by Haman,
who represents the antichrist. This will happen after the
rapture of the church.

•

Job depicts the tribulation of the Jews under the
persecution of the antichrist.

•

Psalms depicts a time of joy, deliverance, and rest when
the Lord Jesus Christ appears for the second time to the
nation of Israel and delivers them from their enemies.
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1 – Condition of Sin

Historical Synopsis
Nehemiah inquired about the state of the union of the Jews
in Jerusalem during a visit with Hanani and certain men of Judah,
and learned the Jews were in great affliction and reproach, and the
city was defenseless without walls and gates.
Nehemiah was deeply grieved by the melancholy account.
He wept, mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven. He
earnestly and persistently prayed for Israel and confessed their sins
before God. He confessed they had not kept the law and was
mindful of God’s severity and sympathy according to His word. He
also reminded God of His investment in the children of Israel.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•

The state of the union of the Jews in Jerusalem –
Nehemiah 1:1-3
The specifics of Nehemiah’s prayer – Nehemiah 1:411

Key Spiritual Lessons
This chapter starts like a war movie that opens with the
scene of a combat zone – demolished buildings, smoldering heaps
of trash, and people in distress and suffering. The actual account
described to Nehemiah was: “The remnant that are left of the
captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach:
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the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are
burned with fire.”
In the next scene, we find Nehemiah confessing the sins of
the nation of Israel to God. This begs the question – what
happened? Two groups of Jews returned to Jerusalem, the first was
led by Zerubabbel in 536 B.C., and the second by Ezra in 458 B.C. Yet
after about 90 years, the city remained defenseless and the people
had no victory. What sin did they commit? The answer may be
found in Ezra’s account.
Ezra recorded a critical transgression in the last two
chapters, which robbed the Jews of blessings and happiness, both
individually and nationally. The critical transgression was the
defilement of the priesthood through intermarriages with heathens,
which God forbade because they would turn their hearts away from
following Him – Deuteronomy 7:1-6. But many of the Jews did not
obey as recorded in Ezra 9:1-2 and Ezra 10:13. The priests were the
main culprits; they set the precedence and the commoners followed
suit. Ezra dealt with the issue, but apparently the repentance wasn’t
real. The sin persisted and consequences were evident in
Nehemiah’s time. Sadly, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah both end
with the same issue.
The key message of this chapter is: “The life of great
affliction and reproach resulting from sin should drive you to
repentance.”
Following are two key spiritual lessons:
•
•

The state of the union of sinners – Nehemiah 1:1-3
The elements of a sincere repentance – Nehemiah 1:411

The state of the union of sinners
11
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Nehemiah 1:3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of
the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and
reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates
thereof are burned with fire.
The state of the union of sinners can be summarized as
follows:
•
•

Physically, a sinner’s life is filled with great affliction and
reproach.
Spiritually, a sinner’s life is heaps of ruins like a city that
is broken down and without walls, and defenseless
against enemies (the Devil, the World, and the Flesh).

No habitual sinner will ever live a happy life. They will
constantly be searching for happiness in the wrong things. This
world is much like a giant hamster wheel for sinners who chase
after worldly satisfactions and happiness. They will spend their
substance and make no progress. The satisfactions and happiness
they are after are still as far away as ever.
People who are unrepentant will try to cover their sins with
“fig leaves”—stuff from the world. This is like spraying a coat of
paint over a rusty surface. Just as surely as the rust will reappear,
sin will surely become exceedingly sinful, and devastate the life into
great affliction and reproach. When a person’s spiritual walls are
broken down, the distress is visible physically—“Ye see the distress
that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are
burned with fire”. The bible also says, “The way of transgressors is
hard.”
The sin root cause cannot be solved by physical elements.
Things like drugs, natural medicines, diets, rehab, and get-well
programs are nothing more than a coat of paint. It is a complete lost
cause for sinners to physically improve their sin-torn lives because
12
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spiritually, they are weak and defenseless. They have no rule over
their own spirits and are like Jerusalem in this chapter. Proverbs
25:28 He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is
broken down, and without walls. They are constantly bombarded by
enemies and get no help from heaven. The only solution is
repentance and God’s forgiveness, which is only available through
the Lord Jesus Christ.
What is your state of the union? Is your life filled with great
affliction and reproach? Are you defenseless against spiritual
enemies? Are you powerless to kick bad habits or habitual sins?
How much longer do you want to live in affliction and reproach
when you can simply repent and get help from God?

The elements of a sincere repentance

Nehemiah 1:4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that
I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and
prayed before the God of heaven, (5) And said, I beseech thee, O
LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth
covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his
commandments: (6) Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes
open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I
pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy
servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we
have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have
sinned. (7) We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments,
which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. (8) Remember, I
beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant
Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among
the nations: (9) But if ye turn unto me, and keep my
13
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commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out
unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from
thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to
set my name there. (10) Now these are thy servants and thy
people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy
strong hand. (11) O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be
attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy
servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee,
thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.
For I was the king's cupbearer.
Like faith, repentance also has physical evidences. The traits of a
sincere repentance include:
1. Lamentation
Nehemiah “sat down and wept”. No more running around,
playing church, or going through the motions, but sitting
down to evaluate sin and its devastation. If the evaluation
does not yield sorrow, lamentation, or mourning, the
repentance is not real. God is not mocked by insincere
confessions, displays of emotion, and fake tears of grief. He
is not interested in crocodile tears.
2. Period of mourning
Nehemiah “mourned certain days”. The lamentation must
last certain days. It is not a Jiffy-Lube in-and-out confession.
This is the proving period to see if the tears and sorrow are
real.
3. Fasting
Nehemiah also fasted. Fasting is bad news for the flesh as it
cries out, “feed me with more sin”. The flesh always gets in
the way of repentance and must be put aside by fasting. The
bible says, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing.” Read Romans 7:14-25. Nehemiah
14
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spent four months in prayers and fasting. Find out the kind
of fast that God approves in Isaiah 58.
4. Prayer
o Is a beseeching prayer (“I beseech thee”), that begs for
God’s audience and acceptance. “Let thine ear now be
attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear
the prayer of thy servant”.
o Is directed to the God of heaven, who is the great and
terrible God. By making prayer to the God of heaven,
you submit to Him. You accept that He is the greatest
and there is none like Him; He is dreadful and must be
revered. Romans 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness
and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness:
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.
o Has confidence in God’s promises and forgiveness—
“that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love
him and observe his commandments.”
o Is a fervent prayer—“I pray before thee now, day and
night.”
o Includes a penitent confession and ownership of sins—
“…confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we
have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house
have sinned. We have dealt very corruptly against thee,
and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes,
nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy
servant Moses.”
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o Reminds God of His promises upon which He has caused
you to hope—“Remember, I beseech thee, the word that
thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye
transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations:
But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments,
and do them; though there were of you cast out unto
the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them
from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I
have chosen to set my name there.”
o Acknowledges God’s ownership and investment in you,
how that His only begotten Son died on Calvary’s cross
for your sins—“Now these are thy servants and thy
people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power,
and by thy strong hand.” David also wrote, “I am thine,
save me.”
o Concludes with a plan of action—“Prosper, I pray thee,
thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of
this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.” Ask God to
provide what you need to execute your first step to
repentance.

Other Notables
1. God’s grace is required for repentance – Nehemiah 1:2
The name Hanani means “gracious.” By the grace of God,
sinners are able to live. And by the same grace, they become
aware of their sinful, distressful, and reproachful state.
God’s grace is His goodness that leads people to repentance,
according to Romans 2:4. If you know a sinner, make
supplication that God’s grace would find and lead the
person to repentance.
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2. Rock bottom is the perfect place and time for repentance –
Nehemiah 1:3
Ever wonder what needs to happen to sinners before they
will repent? The turning point is when they realize their
sinful condition, such as the Jews who were in great
affliction and reproach, and the prodigal son in Luke 15 who
came to himself while in a pig pen. Until then, you can pray
for them, but don’t waste time chasing people who don’t
want to get caught.
3. The journey to repentance must be accompanied by God –
Nehemiah 1:4-11
Repentance requires you to turn or return to God and
overcome the Devil, the World, and the Flesh. It is a spiritual
warfare. You will never succeed on your own. Doing it on
your own is like charging Hell with a water pistol. You need
God’s company through the journey because:
o The devil will be in the way. King Artaxerxes represents
the devil. Nehemiah had to overcome Artaxerxes and by
God he did.
o The World will be in the way. Nehemiah’s job as the
king’s cupbearer.
o The Flesh will be in the way. The lust of the eyes, the lust
of the flesh, and the pride of life keep you in sin.
4. Forgiveness and mercy is always available to those who
repent – Nehemiah 1:8-9
Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

Prophetic End Time Secrets
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Nehemiah chapter 1 has one of the most beautiful pictures
of the end time. The bible says God’s secret is with the righteous.
Therefore, only the righteous—the true born-again believers of
Jesus Christ—are able to discern the hidden messages that are
encoded in this chapter.
Hidden messages are widely used by intelligence agencies. A
hidden message is information that is not immediately noticeable,
and that must be discovered or uncovered, and interpreted before
it can be known. Hidden messages include backwards audio
messages, hidden visual messages such as stereogram, and
symbolic or cryptic codes such as a crossword or cipher.
God encodes His secret messages in types, pictures, and
similitude, and weaves them into history. His Holy Spirit enlightens
and gives understanding to believers, but unbelievers will never get
it. 1Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
The fragments of end time secrets hidden in this chapter
reveal a small number of Jews (remnant) will be able to escape
antichrist’s persecution. (This event will happen after the rapture of
the church, in a period known as the Great Tribulation.) They will
suffer great affliction and reproach. The city of Jerusalem will be
destroyed by fire (possibly by nuclear, read Amos 2:4-5). The
remnant that escapes will finally acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ
and confess their sins. Their prayers will be heard and God will
deliver them once and for all from the antichrist.
•
•
•
•

Nehemiah 1:2 – “Jews that had escaped.”
Nehemiah 1:3 – “Remnant … in great affliction and
reproach.”
Nehemiah 1:3 – “the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and
gates burned with fire”
Nehemiah 1:6 – “confess the sins of the children of Israel.”
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•
•
•

Nehemiah 1:7 – “dealt very corruptly.”
Nehemiah 1:4-11 – Israel prays to the great and terrible God
for deliverance.
Nehemiah 2:1-8 – Deliverance from the king (antichrist).
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2 – Check for Damages
Historical Synopsis
After four months of fasting and praying, Nehemiah had a
break. His grief was so apparent that king Artaxerxes took notice
and asked him for the reason. Nehemiah used the opportunity to
petition the king for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The good hand of
God was upon Nehemiah and Artaxerxes granted him the leave, and
donated material and security resources for the project.
Nehemiah came to Jerusalem and privately surveyed the
damaged walls and gates before revealing his plan and resources to
the workers, including the priests, nobles, and rulers. He received
unanimous support for the reconstruction.
The new initiative to rebuild Jerusalem grieved the enemies
of Israel, represented by Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem. They
laughed at, ridiculed, and despised the workers and builders, and
accused them of rebellion.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•
•
•

The petition to rebuild Jerusalem – Nehemiah 2:1-8
The preparation for rebuilding Jerusalem – Nehemiah
2:9-16
The plan and call to action – Nehemiah 2:17-18
The proper response to enemies – Nehemiah 2:19-20

Key Spiritual Lessons
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Following a genuine repentance, the next step in the
recovery process is to rise up and rebuild the sin-ruined life. This is
no small undertaking, but thankfully God has supplied the
instructions and roadmaps. Following are the challenges when you
take the next step.
•
•
•
•
•

Overcome the devil – Nehemiah 2:1-6
Obtain resources – Nehemiah 2:7-8
Observe damages – Nehemiah 2:11-16
Organize to rebuild – Nehemiah 2:17-18
Oppose the enemies – Nehemiah 2:19-20

The key message of this chapter is: “You must not be
content with your sin-ruined and distressed life; rise up and
build!”

Overcome the devil

Nehemiah 2:1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the
twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him:
and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not
been beforetime sad in his presence. (2) Wherefore the king said
unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick?
this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore
afraid, (3) And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why
should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my
fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are
consumed with fire? (4) Then the king said unto me, For what dost
thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. (5) And I
said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have
found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah,
unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it. (6) And
the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how
21
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long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased
the king to send me; and I set him a time.
Nehemiah served king Artaxerxes, who is a type of the devil.
He took a leave of absence in order to rebuild Jerusalem. Likewise,
when you live in sin, you serve the devil. You are in his domain and
control. You must break free from the devil before you can rebuild a
sin-ruined life. You cannot remain in your present position; you
must head to Jerusalem, the city of God, the holy place of the
tabernacles of the most High, where God is in the midst of her. In
other words, you must quit serving the devil, move to the word of
God and serve Him.
However, it is highly unlikely that the devil will let you go.
Why should he let you go? Remember Pharaoh? Moses appealed to
Pharaoh many times, but he hardened his heart and wouldn’t let
Israel go, until God intervened with wonders in the land of Egypt.
Nehemiah understood this. Through fasting and prayers, he asked
God to “grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” He also made an
impromptu prayer to God before answering Artaxerxes in verse 4.
You need God’s help to break free from the devil’s grip. Like
Nehemiah, you can fast and pray for God’s intervention.

Obtain resources

Nehemiah 2:7 Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king,
let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, that they
may convey me over till I come into Judah; (8) And a letter unto
Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber
to make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to
the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I
shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good
hand of my God upon me.
22
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God pays for his orders. You provide a genuine repentant
heart and God will provide the resources to rebuild your life,
according to His orders. There is nothing too difficult for Him. Read
Ecclesiastes 2:26, Jeremiah 32:17. Did He not spoil the Egyptians
when Israel left Egypt? Read Exodus 3:22, Exodus 12:36.
God is able to turn hearts, even of kings, in whatever
direction He wants, as rivers of water. Read Proverbs 21:1, Ezekiel
6:22. Consider Nehemiah’s boldness when he answered king
Artaxerxes: “Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city,
the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates
thereof are consumed with fire?” The answer was all about
Nehemiah and there was nothing in it for the king. (Imagine asking
your employer for a leave of absence and to pay for your personal
project too.) This would never fly, not in the face of an unbelieving
king, if God was not in it. But God was with Nehemiah—“the good
hand of my God upon me” and he found favor in king Artaxerxes’s
sight.
Nehemiah requested the following things from king
Artaxerxes.
•
•
•

Leave of absence.
Security and protection.
Building materials (in proper order):
o “To make beams for the gates of the palace which
appertained to the house” – this represents your
worship.
o “For the wall of the city” – this represents your
spiritual protection.
o “For the house that I shall enter into” – this
represents your physical needs.

Observe damages
23
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Nehemiah 2:11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days.
(12) And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither
told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do at
Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast
that I rode upon. (13) And I went out by night by the gate of the
valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and
viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the
gates thereof were consumed with fire. (14) Then I went on to the
gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool: but there was no place
for the beast that was under me to pass. (15) Then went I up in the
night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and
entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned. (16) And the
rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet
told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the
rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.
Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem very low key. He did not
advertise his arrival—no drums, greetings, or receptions. This had to
be orchestrated and hard to pull off because he was appointed by
the king and had an entourage. He did not want to draw attention.
Nehemiah also abode in Jerusalem three days before
venturing out to survey the damaged walls and gates. It took him a
long time to finally get there. You would think he couldn’t wait to
start the project. Consistently, Ezra also abode in Jerusalem three
days before starting the work. (Why three days? What’s so special
about it? Well, the Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead to conquer
sin and death on the 3rd day. New life begins on the 3rd day. Read
Genesis 1:9-13. The word of God is consistent!)
The survey was done under the cover of darkness.
Nehemiah only took a few trusted men with him. Even that, he did
not tell them what God had put in his heart to accomplish. There
was only one horse so that the operation could be done as quietly
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as possible. And when he was done with the survey, the rulers
didn’t know where he went or what he did. In fact, nobody knew,
save those who went with him.
So, why is it important to remain low key? The enemies—
they knew about Nehemiah’s mission before his own Jewish
brethren did (Nehemiah 2:10). They were exceedingly grieved about
it. Rest assured the enemies will attack. There is no point in
engaging them prematurely. Rebuilding a sin-ruined life is a long
journey. Be realistic... if you think life is going to be hunky-dory
when you repent, think again. The devil, the world, and your flesh
will mount a never-ending assault against you. 2Timothy 3:12-14
Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. (13) But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving, and being deceived. (14) But continue thou in the
things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing
of whom thou hast learned them.
A sin-ruined life is never pretty. It is like having a loved one
in the hospital and bracing yourself for the doctor’s diagnosis. It
may be scary to know, but you have to find out. Following is a
portrait of a life damaged by sin, according to Nehemiah 2:13-15.
•

It is a depressing life. It is a low-valley (Nehemiah 2:13)
life as opposed to an exuberant and joyful mountain-top
life with God. No drugs in the world can cure spiritual
depression stemmed from sin.

•

It is a stinky life. It is filled with dung (Nehemiah 2:13)
instead of the goodness of God. You will get no victory
by filling yourself with the filth of the world. You will go
from one relapse to another as life stinks more and
more.

•

It is a dissatisfying life. The Dragon well (false truth from
the bottomless pit) supplies the water. The path to the
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sweet, satisfying fountain of God (king’s pool) is
inaccessible, according to Nehemiah 2:14. It is clogged
by sin. The world and all its goodness can never satisfy
you. Ecclesiastes 1:7 All the rivers run into the sea; yet
the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers
come, thither they return again. You will constantly be
looking and working for satisfaction and happiness, yet
they are still as far away as ever. The water from the
Dragon well is also not able to cleanse the dung away.
The world system has no ability to wash away sins so
they pile up and stink like dung.
•

It is a defenseless life against principalities, powers,
rulers of the darkness of this world, and spiritual
wickedness in high places. Proverbs 25:28 He that hath
no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken
down, and without walls. The enemies do not need to
attack; they simply set up camps and strongholds in you.
You will not be able to quit or break bad habits and sins.

•

It is a hopeful life. By the grace of God, there may be a
small brook (the truth of God) still flowing through your
life. Nehemiah 2:15 – where the brook was, the wall
stood and it wasn’t broken down compared to the
description of the walls in verse 13.

Organize to rebuild

Nehemiah 2:17 Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we
are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are
burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem,
that we be no more a reproach. (18) Then I told them of the hand
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of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words that
he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So
they strengthened their hands for this good work.
The following four things must be evident before a sinruined life can be rebuilt. When they are clear, it is time to
strengthen the hands for the good work—to rise up and build. See
Chapter 3 for details.
1. Evidence of outward distress caused by inward sin.
Hopefully, this marks the rock bottom—“Ye see the
distress that we are in.”
2. Realization and recognition of the sinful condition; tired
of the wasted and reproachful life—“Jerusalem lieth
waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come,
and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no
more a reproach.” This marks the turning point.
3. Evidence of repentance. See “The elements of a sincere
repentance” section in Chapter 1.
4. Testimony of the good hand of God. You must be able to
testify that God is in it, from the time God led you to
repentance up to this point—“Then I told them of the
hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the
king's words that he had spoken unto me.” This is
important because if God is not in it, you will fail again
such as in previous attempts.

Oppose the enemies
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Nehemiah 2:19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the
servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they
laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing
that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? (20) Then answered I
them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us;
therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no
portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.
Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the
Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian represent the satanic trinity—
Devil, False Prophet, and Antichrist. Your effort to rebuild a sinruined life will be challenged. You can expect to be laughed at,
mocked, and despised by their agents, which may include friends
and family members.
•

“What is this thing that ye do?” – What are you trying to
do? You don’t have a clue.

•

”Will ye rebel against the king?” – You are no match for
the devil.

Answer the enemies with much boldness, not at all
intimidated by their scoffs or threats.
•

“The God of heaven”
1John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you,
than he that is in the world.

•

“He will prosper us”
Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

•

“We his servants”
We serve the Almighty God and there is none like Him.
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•

“Will arise and build” in spite of all opposition,
difficulties, and discouragements.

•

“But ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in
Jerusalem” Do not negotiate or partner with the
enemies, neither in religious nor in civil things. The
world has the “frenemy” (friend and enemy) concept.
Do not subscribe to it. God will supply all your need. He
will prosper you. You have no need of anything from the
enemy.

Other Notables
How to recruit people for ministry (based on Nehemiah
2:17-18)? Ministry work is too large and heavy for one person.
Ministry leaders should exhort and excite the people to join them
in the work.
•

Start by painting the vision—“Ye see…” Read Proverbs
29:18.

•

State the common problem or condition—“The
distress that we are in.”

•

State the consequential impact to the organization
(team, company, nation)—“How Jerusalem lieth
waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.”

•

State why do anything – “that we be no more a
reproach.”
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•

State your authority and resources—“Then I told them
of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as
also the king's words that he had spoken unto me.”

Prophetic End Time Secrets
Nehemiah chapter 2 offers a picture of Israel under a
Gentile king, Artaxerxes, who is a type of the antichrist. The Jews
are sad and distressed (Nehemiah 2-3, 17) under his rule.
Nehemiah came to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 2:11-12), was
there for 3 days and arose in the night. This pictures the Lord Jesus
Christ, who went to Jerusalem, was crucified, buried, and rose again
on the 3rd day. Just as the Jews were clueless about Nehemiah’s
operation, the Jews today also do not profit from Christ’s
resurrection because of their unbelief. They establish their own
righteousness, according to Romans 10:3. They continue to drink
from the Dragon well (false truth, Nehemiah 2:13-14) and not from
the king’s pool (God’s truth).
Israel’s enemies continue to despise and fight them
(Nehemiah 2:19) even to this day. But God hasn’t given up on the
Jews, according to Romans 11:1-5. He will prosper them (Nehemiah
2:20) and destroy their enemies. Their enemies will have no portion,
nor right, nor memorial in the new Jerusalem.
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Historical Synopsis
Israel rose up to fortify Jerusalem by repairing the walls and
gates that were consumed by fire. The names of the workers and
their contributions, beginning with Eliashib, the high priest, are
documented.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The rebuilding of the Sheep Gate – Nehemiah 3:1-2
The rebuilding of the Fish Gate – Nehemiah 3:3-5
The rebuilding of the Old Gate – Nehemiah 3:6-12
The rebuilding of the Valley Gate – Nehemiah 3:13
The rebuilding of the Dung Gate – Nehemiah 3:14
The rebuilding of the Fountain Gate – Nehemiah 3:15-25
The rebuilding of the Water Gate – Nehemiah 3:26-27
The rebuilding of the Horse Gate – Nehemiah 3:28
The rebuilding of the East Gate – Nehemiah 3:29-31
The rebuilding of the Miphkad Gate – Nehemiah 3:31-32

Key Spiritual Lessons
Let the repair begin! The word “repair” appears 35 times,
while “build” appears 7 times in this chapter. That’s God’s way of
calling your attention to repair your broken life. And He has
provided an incredible roadmap for you to follow. Although the
walls and gates were repaired concurrently, the order in which they
are listed shows you how to prioritize the construction.
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The key message of this chapter is: “You must partner with
the High Priest (Jesus Christ) and His brethren (Christians) in
repairing your life.”
The following tables list the gates, their attributes, and
spiritual representations.
Gate

Sheep
Gate

Fish
Gate

Old Gate

Valley
Gate

Dung
Gate

Sanctified

Yes

No

No

No

No

Beams

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Doors

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Locks

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Bars

Message

Spiritual Picture

No

Believe in the
Lord Jesus
Christ and
become one of
His sheep.

Yes

Go fishing. Tell
people about
your faith in
Jesus Christ.

Yes

Even though
you are born
again, you still
have the old
nature.

Yes

Yes

If you are
not a sheep
(Christian),
you are a
fish
(unsaved)
with an old
gate, valley
gate, and
dung gate.

Your old nature
loves the
depressed state
and wants no
part of the
“new man.” It
would rather be
in the valley
than on a
mountain top
with God.
This is your
baggage and
you are
responsible for
cleaning up
your mess.
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Gate

Fountain
Gate

Water
Gate

Horse
Gate

Sanctified

No

No

No

Beams

No

No

No

Doors

Yes

No

No

Locks

Yes

No

No

Bars

Message

Spiritual Picture

Yes

The grace of God
will carry you
through. It is
readily available
and is greater than
all your sins.

No

The word of God
cleanses and
instructs you. It is a
lamp unto your feet
and a light unto
your path.

No

If you are
saved by
grace
through
faith, you
have access
to the living
water, and
are a son of
God, a
mighty
conqueror,
who will
ride with
Jesus.

One of these days,
you will take part in
the battle of
Armageddon. You
will come on a
white horse,
clothed with fine
linen, white and
clean.

East
Gate

No

No

No

No

No

You will follow the
King of Kings as He
marches to
Jerusalem through
the East Gate.

Miphkad
Gate

No

No

No

No

No

You are numbered
with the righteous.

Sheep Gate – Nehemiah 3:1-2
It is known as the Sheep Gate because sacrificial sheep are
led in through this gate. This is the gate to worship and sacrifice for
believers who are washed and sanctified. Read 1Corinthians 6:11.
The Sheep Gate can only be built by the high priest in comission with his brethren—“Eliashib the high priest rose up with his
brethren the priests, and they builded the sheep gate”. The Lord
Jesus Christ is the New Testament high priest, according to Hebrews
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3:1. He rose from the dead to conquer sin and death. From Him, you
can obtain forgiveness, and with Him, you can rebuilt your worship
and sacrifice toward God. It is the priority and it must be the first
thing you fix.
Did you know that worship and sacrifice are conjoined twins
like mercy and truth? One does not exist without the other. There is
no mercy without truth, and vice versa. Likewise, your worship is
incomplete without sacrifice. Human sacrifice is the highest honor
in pagan worship, but the God of heaven is after living sacrifices.
The minimum sacrifice acceptable by God is: Romans 12:1 I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. (2) And be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Notice that this is the only gate that is sanctified. Indeed,
God’s people are sanctified by His truth (John 17:17), redeemed by
the precious blood of Christ (1Peter 2:18-19), and cleansed with the
washing of water by the word (Ephesians 5:26).
Also notice that the door has no locks. This allows false
prophets disguising as sheep to come in, but they are ravening
wolves. You need to beware of them. Matthew 7:15 Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.

Fish Gate – Nehemiah 3:3-5
This is the doorway to the relationship with unsaved people.
Matthew 4:18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two
brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net
into the sea: for they were fishers. (19) And he saith unto them,
Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. You are surrounded
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by unsaved people, therefore, you must resolve the relationship by
keeping the following in mind:•

You are in the world, but you are not of the world. Read
John 17:14.

•

You are left in the world to evangelize the world. Read John
17:15-18, Matthew 5:16, Matthew 28:19-20, 2Corinthians
4:5-6.

Do not enter into a marital relationship with an unsaved
person! The “beams” are there to show you that it will be
burdensome.
It is appropriate that the Fish Gate comes after the Sheep
Gate. As an ambassador of Christ, your first responsibility is
worship, then to fulfill the ministry of reconciliation that God has
given you. You need to be able to share the gospel and your
testimony. A Christian who doesn’t know how to share the gospel is
like a soldier who doesn’t know how to fire a gun. Do you know the
Romans Road? If not, would you be discipled?

Old Gate – Nehemiah 3:6-12
This is the doorway to the past. Do not dwell in the past, no
matter how good or bad it was. The best way to deal with the past
is according to Philippians 3:13-14.
•

Forget the past because God has forgiven your sins—
“forgetting those things which are behind.” Saul (Apostle
Paul) was responsible for the murder of Stephen in Acts
7.

•

Press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.
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Like the Fish Gate, the Old Gate also has beams, which
means there will be a load to carry if you don’t forget and let go of
the past. Do not dwell in the past, neither let the past come in to
haunt you. The doors must be locked and reinforced with bars.
Remember, you are a new creature in Christ. You are Christ’s
ambassador and have the ministry of reconciliation. 2Corinthians
5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (18) And
all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; (19) To
wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us
the word of reconciliation. (20) Now then we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's
stead, be ye reconciled to God. (21) For he hath made him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him.

Valley Gate – Nehemiah 3:13
This is the doorway to depression or a low point in life. You
can have your pity party, but be careful not to dwell here too long
because nearby are the dragon well (bottomless pit) and the dung
gate.
Sadness resulting from godly sorrow is good. When
disciplined by God, you are truly sorry for your sin and repent. But
the sorrow of the world leads to death. For example, you are not
sorry for your sin, you are only sorry that you were caught.
2Corinthians 7:9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but
that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a
godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. (10)
For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. (11) For
36

3 – Come Up and Build
behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what
carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea,
what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea,
what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved
yourselves to be clear in this matter.
The secret to getting out of depression is to dig a well in
God’s word and tap into His strength. Psalms 84:5 Blessed is the
man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them.
(6) Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain
also filleth the pools. (7) They go from strength to strength, every
one of them in Zion appeareth before God.

Dung Gate – Nehemiah 3:14
This is the doorway to the filth of the world. Dung should be
flushed and should always flow one-way. Sewage back-up is never
good. Guard this gate with doors, locks, and bars. Do not backslide
into old sinful habits or lifestyles, which the Lord has set you free
from. They are a yoke of bondage (Galatians 5:1) that robs you from
pleasing Him who has chosen you to be a soldier (2Timothy 2:4).
2Peter 2:20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning. (21) For it had been better for them not to
have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known
it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
If you have backslidden and found yourself buried under a
pile of dung—the weights of the world are upon you—then repent,
and reach out to God for extraction and restoration. Psalms 113:5
Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, (6) Who
humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the
earth! (7) He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the
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needy out of the dunghill; (8) That he may set him with princes, even
with the princes of his people.
Note that Malchiah was the only worker who repaired the
dung gate. Nobody likes to deal with your mess. You are responsible
for cleaning up your mess and making things right.

Fountain Gate – Nehemiah 3:15-25
The uniqueness of the Fountain Gate is that it is covered—
“But the gate of the fountain repaired Shallun the son of Colhozeh,
the ruler of part of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up the
doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof…”
There is a fountain behind the covered and blocked (doors,
locks, and bars) gate that one can’t see—just by faith believe it is
there. Fountain, in the bible, represents the grace of God. “There is
a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Emmanuel's veins; and
sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.”
Access to this fountain and grace of God is by faith only. Romans 5:1
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ: (2) By whom also we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
The first mention of “fountain” is in Genesis 16:7. Hagar
stopped at the fountain of water, which was in the wilderness on
the way to Shur (means wall) when she ran away from Sarai. There
the Lord found her and gave her instructions and blessings.
Specifically, God instructed Hagar to return to Sarai and submit to
her, which is a picture of repentance. Are you like Hagar, running
away and your life is about to hit a wall? If so, you need to make a
pit stop at the fountain of water (the word of God), where God can
meet with you and give you instructions and blessings.
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Note that on the map, the physical location of the Valley
Gate and Dung Gate are opposite of the Water and Fountain Gates.
If you reject the grace of God, you will end up on the opposite side!

Water Gate – Nehemiah 3:26-27
This is not the political scandal of the 70s. Water represents
truth or the word of God. This gate has no doors, locks, or bars,
because the word of God has free course (2Thessalonians 3:1), and
is freely available to all who are thirsty (John 7:37). John 4:14 But
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life.
Is the word of God a lamp unto your feet and a light unto
your path? Do you take counsel from famous people of the world or
from the one whose name is Counselor?
Is your water gate springing out life-giving and life-changing
truth or is it stagnant? Are you able to find the solutions to your
problems from the Bible? If not, ask to be discipled; God’s word
must be your guide.

Horse Gate – Nehemiah 3:28-29
Giddy up! You are a soldier of Christ and must be ready for
battle at a moment’s notice. You should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints (Jude 1:3). You must
be willing and able to give the gospel at any time.
Nothing should block the Horse Gate—no doors, locks, and
bars. Don’t let sin get in the way or weight you down on the way to
battle. One of these days, you will ride upon a white horse and take
part in the battle of Armageddon. Revelation 19:14 And the armies
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which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean.

East Gate – Nehemiah 3:29-31
This is the most fascinating gate. The East Gate is also
known as the Sun Gate or Golden Gate. The last time it was
functioning was when Jesus rode through it on a donkey around 30
A.D. Read Luke 19:28-44. The gate was shut by the Muslims (the
Ottoman Turks) in 1530 A.D., not knowing that they fulfilled
Ezekiel’s prophecy. Read Ezekial 44:1-3. Today, the East Gate is
sealed, with the Dome of the Rock Mosque behind it, and a
cemetery is planted in front of it.
But the Lord will bust this gate open and walk right through
it when He touches down on Mount Olives at His second coming.
Mount Olives will split and there will be a great valley that runs
east-west to let the children of Israel escape antichrist’s
persecution. Read Zechariah 14:1-5, Acts 1:11-12, Luke 19:43-44.
Ezekiel 43:1 Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate
that looketh toward the east: (2) And, behold, the glory of the God
of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a
noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory. (3) And it
was according to the appearance of the vision which I saw, even
according to the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city:
and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar;
and I fell upon my face. (4) And the glory of the LORD came into the
house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east.
In Nehemiah’s days, the East Gate had no doors, locks, or
bars, to show that nothing can block God’s judgment. It will come!
Jeremiah 19:1 Thus saith the LORD, Go and get a potter's earthen
bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of
the priests; (2) And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom,
which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the words
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that I shall tell thee, (3) And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O
kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; Thus saith the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, the
which whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle. (4) Because they
have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned
incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers
have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with
the blood of innocents; (5) They have built also the high places of
Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which
I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: (6)
Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that this place
shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom,
but The valley of slaughter.
How would you fair if the Judgment Seat of Christ happened
today? Did you know that you will be judged according to what you
do to your body, which is the temple of the Holy Ghost
(1Corinthians 6:19)? Knowing the terror of the Lord, shouldn’t you
also persuade people to live righteously? 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad. (11) Knowing therefore the terror
of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God;
and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.

Miphkad Gate – Nehemiah 3:31-32
Miphkad is Hebrew for “command”. It is also translated as
“appointed place” in Ezekiel 43:21, and “number” as in to muster
the troops for inspection, display, exercise, or in preparation for
battle.
Are you ready? When the roll is called up yonder, will you be
there? More importantly, are you ready to be inspected by the Lord
daily? 2Corinthians 12:20a For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not
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find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as
ye would not.

Other Notables
1. Every church member has a job to do. Ministry is not for pastors
and elders only. The work is great and every church member
must pitch in—some more, some less, but everyone takes a
share. Every member must find out his/her position and do the
work without any contention, animosity, or separate interest.
Judges 5:20 They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses
fought against Sisera. Team work among believers is important
and God repeats the following phrases many times to get your
attention:
• “next unto him” appears 6 times.
• “next to them” appears 2 times.
• “next unto them” appears 7 times.
• “after him” appears 15 times.
• “next to him” appears 1 time.
• “after them” appears 4 times.
2. It is not acceptable to not repair your broken life. The phrase
build as in “build”, “built”, “builded” appears 7 times and the
phrase “repaired” appears 35 times.
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Historical Synopsis
The fortification of Jerusalem progressed despite
oppositions and indignations from Sanballat and company. The
builders endured mockeries and took the matter to God in prayer.
At first, Israel’s enemies, in their pride, considered the project as a
foolish undertaking that would sink under its own weight, and did
not go about to obstruct it till it was too late.
When the wall was constructed around the city to half its
intended height, the enemies were very upset and formed a bloody
design against the Jews to hinder them by a confederated force of
arms. The mockeries had escalated to real threats. Again, the Jews
took the matter to God in prayer, and set guards around the clock
to watch for possible attack. Besides the enemies, Nehemiah also
had to deal with the morale of the workers. Part way through the
construction, the builders were discouraged and about to give up
because of tiredness, the remaining difficulties, and the ongoing
threats. But when God exposed His enemies’ plan and brought their
counsel to naught, the workers returned to construction. However,
because of the restless enemies, security was stepped up—while
one half of the workers were at work, the other half served as
security, holding spears, and shields, and bows. So, construction
continued in a high state of alert and the workers did not return to
their town and village homes. For the safety of the city and its walls,
the workers lodged in Jerusalem so that they could protect their
leaders in the night, should they be attacked.
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This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•

Dealing with enemies’ mockeries – Nehemiah 4:1-6
Dealing with enemies’ threats – Nehemiah 4:7-23

Key Spiritual Lessons
The enemies leave you alone if you are just playing church
and living in sin with no rule over your spirit. But count on
persecution the moment you repent and begin to improve your
spiritual walk with God. Expect insults in the early stage, when
repairing the walls and gates of your life as detailed in chapter 3.
Expect strong persecution when “the breaches began to be
stopped”. Also expect to be discouraged part way through the
recovery process. A successful recovery follows this formula:
Successful Recovery = Watch and Pray + a mind to work + a
sword in hand (Bible)
The key message of this chapter is derived from Nehemiah
4:7-8, 14-15: “You must face your spiritual enemies and you will
need God to defeat them.”
Following are two important spiritual lessons.
•
•

Get to know the enemies and their tactics – Nehemiah
4:1-12
Grow spiritually under persecution – Nehemiah 4:4-23

Get to know the enemies and their tactics – Nehemiah 4:1-12
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Nehemiah 4:1 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that
we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation,
and mocked the Jews.
Sanballat, his brethren, and the army of Samaria represent
the satanic trinity (Devil, False Prophet, and Antichrist). Following
are what you should know about the devil.
•

His motivations are to steal, kill, and destroy. He uses
the world as lure and works through the weakness of
your flesh. Read John 10:10, Matthew 4:1-11, Romans
7:18-19, 1John 2:15-17.

•

He enjoys great respect from his brethren. When he
speaks, they listen—“And he spake before his brethren
and the army of Samaria”.

•

He is powerful. The name Sanballat means “strength”.
He is strong physically, spiritually, and politically—“army
of Samaria.” You are an army of one. You are a feeble
person in his eyes.

•

He has agents who monitor you and inform him of your
activities. The name Samaria means “watch mountain.”
He will hear about your repentance and plan to rebuild
your life. You don’t have to advertise it—“But it came to
pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the
wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and
mocked the Jews.”

•

He will be very upset and have great indignation at your
undertaking. He does not like to lose you as client.
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Nehemiah 4:2 And he spake before his brethren and the army of
Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify
themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day?
will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which
are burned? (3) Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he
said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break
down their stone wall.
The initial persecution is likely to be just mockery. The
purpose is to discourage and jeer you out of your attempt. The devil
will whisper the following in your ear:
•

You don’t know what you are getting into—“What do
these feeble Jews?” Look at the absurdity of your
purpose; you are crazy. Repentance is a monumental
task, not suitable for feeble folks like you.

•

You don’t have strength—“Will they fortify themselves?”
Really, do you think you can fortify yourself against the
principalities, powers, and rulers of the darkness of this
world?

•

You don’t have will power—“Will they sacrifice?” You
are going to present your body a living sacrifice to God?
Get real!

•

You don’t have time—“Will they make an end in a day?”
It will take you forever to repent; you will be better off
remaining in sin.

•

You don’t have the resources—“Will they revive the
stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burnt?”
Where are you going to get the resources to rebuild
your life?
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•

Your effort will amount to nothing. You will get an “F”
for your best effort—“Even that which they build, if a fox
go up, he shall break down their stone wall.” The fruit of
your repentance will be so poor that God will never
accept it because He demands perfection. So, why
bother?

Your choices at this point are recovery or relapse; crater to
mockeries and return to your failures and sinful lifestyle, or press on
and climb the “heart-break hill” with God and fight the enemies. Be
forewarned, in spiritual war, things get worse before they get
better. Expect bad and weird things to happen to you, but you must
hang on to God; don’t fear or lose faith. Luke 8:50 But when Jesus
heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she
shall be made whole. Ask fellow Christians to pray for you and
fellowship with them.

Nehemiah 4:7 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and
Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the
Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and
that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,
(8) And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against
Jerusalem, and to hinder it. (9) Nevertheless we made our prayer
unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night,
because of them. (10) And Judah said, The strength of the bearers
of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we are
not able to build the wall. (11) And our adversaries said, They shall
not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and
slay them, and cause the work to cease. (12) And it came to pass,
that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us
ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will
be upon you.
The above verses give further insight into the enemies:
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•

The enemies are a confederate of many—“Sanballat,
and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and
the Ashdodites.” It is many against one, unless God is
with you. The enemies may include coworkers, friends,
family members, even fellow Christians. The name
Tobiah means “Jehovah is good”, yet he was the enemy.

•

The enemies will be very upset to hear about your
progress. They go from “wroth” in Nehemiah 4:1 to
“very wroth” in Nehemiah 4:7.

•

The enemies are united—“And conspired all of them
together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to
hinder it.”

•

The enemies will COME. If you press on, there is no
place to hide. You must face them. Either you face them
alone or with God.

•

The enemies will FIGHT. Because of your good progress,
you can expect strong retaliation and persecution.
2Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution. Again, expect bad and
weird things to happen to you, but don’t take your eyes
off of God and His word. Keep doing the right thing.

•

The enemies will turn up the heat from mocking,
scoffing, insulting, ridiculing, to HINDERING your
progress. This includes:
o Discouragement
Causing you to focus on the difficulties at hand
instead of the end goal—“The strength of the
bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much
rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall.”
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o Politics and propaganda
With message that you can never win and they will
always have the upper hand—“And it came to pass,
that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they
said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye
shall return unto us they will be upon you.”

Growing spiritually under persecution – Nehemiah 4:4-23
The confrontation account in this chapter shows how you
can grow spiritually despite persecution. It is as simple as Pray-nCLAW (Commit, Look, Armed, Watch).

PRAY

Nehemiah 4:4 Hear, O our God; for we are despised:
and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give
them for a prey in the land of captivity: (5) And cover
not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out
from before thee: for they have provoked thee to
anger before the builders. (6) So built we the wall; and
all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof:
for the people had a mind to work.
•

•
•

When mocked, take the matter to God in prayer.
There is no need to answer a fool according to his
folly.
Understand that you are despised, but the
enemies are really provoking God to anger.
Do not be kind to this type of enemy. It is the
devil. You do not give bread when he is hungry,
neither give water when he is thirsty (compare
Proverbs 25:21-22). You do not bless, do good, or
pray for him (compare Matthew 5:43-45). Instead,
you pray for his destruction. See Nehemiah’s
prayer above. This is the only appropriate prayer
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•

for the devil, whose sole purpose is your misery
and destruction.
Get back to work—“So built we the wall”.
Continue to strengthen your spiritual relationship
and walk with God. Spend time with His word daily
and meditate.

COMMIT Nehemiah 4:10 And Judah said, The strength of the
bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much
rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall.
•
•

•

•

You must have a “mind to work” and commit to
finish the course.
Along the way, you can expect to be tired (“the
strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed”) and
discouraged (“there is much rubbish”), as the task
and challenge are monumental (“the work is great
and large”) and progress may be slow, but don’t
you quit. Don’t run out of gas midway. Nobody
says it is going to be easy.
You must commit to work very hard on rebuilding
your broken life. “So we laboured in the work: and
half of them held the spears from the rising of the
morning till the stars appeared.”
You must remain at the job site (“Let every one
with his servant lodge within Jerusalem”) and in
your working gear (“none of us put off our
clothes”) until the job is done. You cannot take a
break and return to finish the work at a later time.
Your spiritual walls and gates must ALL be rebuilt
at once, not in phases. You have to put on the
WHOLE armor of God at once. You don’t go to war
with the breastplate for now and come back later
for the helmet.
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LOOK

Nehemiah 4:14 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto
the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the
people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord,
which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren,
your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your
houses.
• When you have guarded the low and high places
(verse 13), you will be in the position to look at the
enemies in their eyes and rise up, and not be afraid
of them. You will know that the Lord is great and
terrible. He will give you the power to fight and
resist the enemies.
• In case you wonder off (“we are separated upon the
wall, one far from another”) and the Holy Spirit
sounds the trumpet alarm, you need to quickly
repent and let God fight for you—“In what place
therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye
thither unto us: our God shall fight for us.”

ARMED Nehemiah 4:13 Therefore set I in the lower places

behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the
people after their families with their swords, their
spears, and their bows.
• Identify and protect the lower places. What
temptations are you most susceptible to? Protect
with swords, spears, and bows, which represent the
word of God. Find out how the Lord Jesus overcame
temptations in Matthew 4:1-11. Put on the whole
armor of God (which consists of the truth, the
breastplate of righteousness, the gospel of peace,
the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the
word of God), pray and watch. Read Ephesians 6:1218.
• Identify and protect the higher places, which
represent the areas in life that you have under
control and are not easily tempted. Protect against
pride with the word of God. Read Proverbs 16:18,
Proverbs 29:23.
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•

You may need to engage trustworthy brothers and
sisters to help keep you accountable and learn from
them.

WATCH Nehemiah 4:9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto

our God, and set a watch against them day and night,
because of them.
• Watch out for temptations—the lust of the eyes, the
lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. Remember,
the devil uses the world as lure to draw you away
from God. Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye
enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.
• You must be on guard at all times. Watch day and
night. The devil does not clock in and out, or take
vacations. This is a serious business to the devil. If
he cannot take you into the fire with him, he will
take the fire out of you. Another reason you need to
be constantly watching is because the enemies
never preannounce when they attack—“And our
adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see,
till we come in the midst among them, and slay
them, and cause the work to cease.”

Prophetic End Time Secrets
Nehemiah chapter 4 shows Israel in the pre- and postchurch rapture periods. The dividing line is the “sound of the
trumpet” in verse 20. In the pre-church rapture period today
(before the trumpet sounds), Israel continues to secure her border,
but her neighbors despise her. There will be a confederation of
nations, which will conspire to wipe Israel off the map. Read Psalms
83:1-8.
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After the trumpet sounds, the church will be taken away
and the post-church rapture period begins. Israel’s enemies will
attack in subtlety through infiltration—“They shall not know, neither
see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them.” The
antichrist (possibly an enemy from within) will trick Israel into a
peace agreement, but will betray the agreement and persecute the
Jews. Read Psalms 41:9, Psalms 55:12-14, Daniel 11:37. Nehemiah
chapter 4 does not show Israel getting help from another country
such as her ally, the U.S.A. All she could do is to pray to God and
defend herself with her own military forces and equipment.
Nevertheless, God is Israel’s real protection, who will deliver her
when she “remember the Lord, which is great and terrible”. Verse
20 concludes with God shall fight for her.
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Historical Synopsis
There was a civil unrest stemmed from the burden of debts.
The Jews were deeply in debt because of a famine in the land, and
the lenders, who mainly were the nobles and rulers, oppressed
them with high rates of interest.
Nehemiah heard about the complaints and was angry, and
rebuked the nobles and rulers who exacted usury and slave-traded
their brethren who couldn’t repay their loans, as the actions were
against the Jewish law. A covenant of restitution was made and the
lenders restored all that they had taken including lands, vineyards,
olive-yards, houses, monies, corns, wines, and oils.
Nehemiah practiced sacrificial leadership in times of
distress. For twelve years, he did not take any salary because he
feared God and didn’t want to impose additional burden on His
people. Yet Nehemiah and his servants were diligent in the work of
the wall.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•
•

The repression of debt – Nehemiah 5:1-5
The restitution of usury – Nehemiah 5:6-13
The sacrifices of a God-fearing leader – Nehemiah 5:1419

Key Spiritual Lessons
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It is interesting that the issue of debt is sandwiched
between chapters 4 and 6, which deal with the enemies. Is it a
coincidence that the burden of debt, which represents current
difficulties (or past bad decisions), becomes the main issue while in
the midst of battling the enemies? Nay, but you can expect the
enemies to dig up all the bones that you buried, bring them to light,
and make issues of them, in order to take your focus off your
recovery. Surely, if it is not debt, it will be something else that will
come up to haunt and hinder your recovery and walk with God.
The key message of this chapter is: “Don’t be deterred by
present difficulties and challenges.”
Following are the key spiritual lessons:
•
•
•

Cruelty of debt – Nehemiah 5:1-5
Comfort of forgiveness – Nehemiah 5:6-13
Carry out sacrificial leadership – Nehemiah 5:14-19

Cruelty of debt – Nehemiah 5:1-5

Nehemiah 5:1 And there was a great cry of the people and of their
wives against their brethren the Jews. (2) For there were that said,
We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we take up
corn for them, that we may eat, and live. (3) Some also there were
that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses,
that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. (4) There were
also that said, We have borrowed money for the king's tribute,
and that upon our lands and vineyards. (5) Yet now our flesh is as
the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children: and, lo, we
bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, and
some of our daughters are brought unto bondage already: neither
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is it in our power to redeem them; for other men have our lands
and vineyards.
Contrary to popular teachings, debt is never a good thing
regardless of the size. Proverbs 22:7 The rich ruleth over the poor,
and the borrower is servant to the lender. It is a burden and a form
of slavery. In verse 1, the oppression of debts causes a great cry
among the people.
That said, the issue is not to never be a debtor (for we all
are debtors to the Lord Jesus Christ), but proper stewardship of
God’s resources. Realize that debts can hinder your ability to serve
God. Consequently, you lose eternal reward.
Consider the reasons the Jews went into debt and how
careless they were.
•

Too many mouths to feed
“We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore
we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and live”

•

Famine
“We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses,
that we might buy corn, because of the dearth”

•

Taxes
“We have borrowed money for the king's tribute, and
that upon our lands and vineyards”

Life brings unforeseen circumstances, which require you to
have good financial planning and budgeting. Always live way below
your means. The housing bubble and mortgage crisis in 2008
showed just how careless, greedy, and stupid people were when it
comes to financial planning. Financial planning is not rocket science;
it takes a bit of rudimentary math and a whole lot of common
sense.
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Payday loan companies are loan sharks that prey only on
poor and foolish people. They charge exorbitant interest and must
be avoided like a plague. Also, don’t fall for the “no money down”
or “no interest until…” advertisements for big ticket items. And
remember, financial institutions like banks and investment
companies are for-profit organizations and are not your friends. Be
very cautious of their advice. You are a steward of God’s resources;
you need to manage them and manage them well because you
alone are accountable.
Consider what a poor excuse the Jews gave for their
bailout—“Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our
children as their children”. It was based on entitlement. Lucky for
the Jews, the Law of Moses provided relief as in Exodus 20:25,
Leviticus 25:35-37, 47-49. Too bad for you, the Jewish law does not
apply, which is another reason for having good financial planning
and budgeting.

Comfort of forgiveness – Nehemiah 5:6-13
Your bad decisions or sins may be haunting you right now,
but do not be deterred by the present difficulties. Take comfort and
be assured that the Lord Jesus is faithful and just to forgive when
you confess your sins. However, you must still make things right. If it
is a debt, pay it. If you have wrong someone, resolve it with the
person. But don’t let the enemies use the present difficulties to stop
your recovery and spiritual growth in God. When you are haunted
by a past sin, ask God for forgiveness, and make things right.

Carry out sacrificial leadership – Nehemiah 5:14-19
Nehemiah practiced sacrificial leadership in tough times.
Observe how little he received of what he was entitled to
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(Nehemiah 5:14-15), and how much he gave of what he had
(Nehemiah 5:17-18). The fear of God restrained him from
oppressing the people. Church leaders should take heed to the
following best practices.
•

Don’t be chargeable to God’s people, especially in time
of distress—“because the bondage was heavy upon this
people”. Don’t impose additional levy or burden—“But
the former governors that had been before me were
chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them
bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, even
their servants bare rule over the people: but so did not I,
because of the fear of God.” Several top executives in
large businesses practiced this principle in the corporate
world and took a $1 annual salary after the dot-com
bubble busted, while many were chargeable to the
shareholders with their massive salaries and golden
parachutes. Steve Jobs’ annual salary was $1 since 1998
till the day he died. Others include Lee Iacocca, former
CEO of Chrysler; Larry Page, CEO of Google; Sergey Brin,
Co-Founder of Google; Jerry Yang, Former CEO of Yahoo;
Jeff Katzenberg, CEO of DreamWorks; Larry Ellison, CEO
of Oracle; John Chambers, CEO of Cisco; Vikram Pandit,
CEO of Citigroup; and John Mackey, CEO of Whole Foods
Market.

•

Do not exercise lordship over God’s people like the
Gentiles do—“yea, even their servants bare rule over the
people.” Instead, be a minister and servant to them.
Read Mark 10:42-45.

•

Focus on the work of ministry—“Yea, also I continued in
the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and all
my servants were gathered thither unto the work”
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•

Trust God daily for His provision—“Now that which was
prepared for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep;
also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days
store of all sorts of wine: yet for all this required not I the
bread of the governor, because the bondage was heavy
upon this people.”

•

Don’t expect praises from the people. God will reward
you in due time—“Think upon me, my God, for good,
according to all that I have done for this people.”

Prophetic End Time Secrets
The troubles that the Jews went through in Nehemiah
chapter 5 foreshadow the tribulation events in Revelation chapter
6.
Nehemiah chapter 5

Revelation chapter 6

Nehemiah 5:4-5

The revelation of the antichrist, who through
flattery and deceit will conquer Israel and
put the Jews in bondage.

The Jews were in
bondage and had no
power to redeem
themselves. They
had to pay tribute to
a king.

Nehemiah 5:3
There was famine.

Revelation 6:2 And I saw, and behold a white
horse: and he that sat on him had a bow;
and a crown was given unto him: and he
went forth conquering, and to conquer.
Revelation 6:8 And I looked, and behold a
pale horse: and his name that sat on him
was Death, and Hell followed with him. And
power was given unto them over the fourth
part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts
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of the earth.

Nehemiah 5:2-4
There was a total
economic collapse
and hyper-inflation
of necessary food
prices.

Nehemiah 5:6-13
The Jews obtained
restitution and
redemption from
the word of God.

Revelation 6:5 And when he had opened the
third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come
and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse;
and he that sat on him had a pair of
balances in his hand. (6) And I heard a voice
in the midst of the four beasts say, A
measure of wheat for a penny, and three
measures of barley for a penny; and see thou
hurt not the oil and the wine.
Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened,
and behold a white horse; and he that sat
upon him was called Faithful and True, and
in righteousness he doth judge and make
war. (12) His eyes were as a flame of fire,
and on his head were many crowns; and he
had a name written, that no man knew, but
he himself. (13) And he was clothed with a
vesture dipped in blood: and his name is
called The Word of God. (14) And the armies
which were in heaven followed him upon
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.
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Historical Synopsis
The enemies failed to stop the fortification of Jerusalem,
resorting to negotiation and sowing of fear as a final desperate
attempt to ruin the cause. Sanballat initiated multiple requests for
peace negotiations yet at the same time hired prophets to
pronounce false prophesies to drive fear among the Jews.
Nehemiah did not entertain the enemies’ invitations for
peace, although, he almost fell for the fear trap. Fortunately, he
perceived the plot. The builders were not distracted and the wall
was rebuilt in only 52 days to the chagrin of their enemies.
Secret intelligence was passed between the nobles of Judah
and the enemies in those days because of relationships built
through intermarriages. Tobiah, the enemy, was the son in-law of
Shechaniah. Tobiah’s son, Johanan, married Meshullam’s daughter.
Tobiah had many Jewish supporters who spied for him and spoke
well of him before Nehemiah.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•
•

The scary tactics of the enemies – Nehemiah 6:1-14
The sweet success – Nehemiah 6:15-16
The sour politics – Nehemiah 6:17-19

Key Spiritual Lessons
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Generally, the enemies practice 3 modes of attack. First,
they try to belittle you through mockeries (Nehemiah 2:19,
Nehemiah 4:1-3, review the “Get to know the enemies and their
tactics” section in chapter 4). When that fails, they will befall you
with distractions aimed at discouraging you and taking your focus
off the Lord—Nehemiah 4:8, 11-12. Furthermore, as shown in
chapter 5, they will also dig up and publish your bad decisions and
shameful things about you in order to derail your recovery. When
all else fails, they will befriend you and tempt you, which is where
we are in this chapter.
According to Nehemiah 6:1, the wall was finally up and
there was no breach left, but the doors and gates were not yet
installed. In other words, the construction was almost done and the
enemies were really desperate. The lesson is, the closer you get to
finishing God’s plan, the more determined and desperate the
enemies. They don’t give up. Their last desperate attempt is to draw
you away from finishing the work and away from God. All they need
is for you to leave a little bit undone so that they can still breach
and cause you to sin. Galatians 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the
whole lump. If you leave but a little crack, a small chink in the
armor, the enemies will take you back to ground zero. You will
relapse!
The key message of this chapter is: “Don’t fall for
temptations, press on; victory could come shortly.”
This chapter exposes the enemies’ tactics and shows how to
finish the course while standing your ground. Following are the key
spiritual lessons:
•
•
•

Sense your enemies – Nehemiah 6:1-14
Stand up to temptations – Nehemiah 6:3-4
Stand up to fear – Nehemiah 6:5-13
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Sense your enemies – Nehemiah 6:1-14

Nehemiah 6:1 Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah,
and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I
had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein;
(though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;) (2)
That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us
meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But
they thought to do me mischief. (3) And I sent messengers unto
them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come
down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come
down to you? (4) Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort;
and I answered them after the same manner.
Your enemies are the satanic trinity (Devil, False Prophet,
and Antichrist), represented in verse 1 by Sanballat, Tobiah, and
Geshem. “The rest of our enemies” represent the world that is
under Satan’s control. Tobiah is related to the Jews by way of
marriage. He represents the antichrist that shall come, who is part
Jew. Read Psalms 55:12-14, Psalms 41:9.
The enemies are DECEITFUL. What happens when insults,
threats, and conspiracies fail to stop your progress? Do they raise
the white flag and go away? No, they want to be your “friend” and
have a sit-down to resolve disagreements—“Come, let us meet
together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono”. But make
no mistake, they are as deceitful as ever—“But they thought to do
me mischief.”
Notice that the enemies picked the meeting spot—“the
plain of Ono,” where there was no place to hide. There is no
protection from the mountains or clefts. They want to take you
away from the word of God, which is your protection and security.
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Psalms 28:3 Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the
workers of iniquity, which speak peace to their neighbours, but
mischief is in their hearts. Following are their tactics:
•
•

Distract you from finishing the work through “peace
talks” – Nehemiah 6:1-8
Distract you from trusting God through fear – Nehemiah
6:9-14

“Peace talks” are sweet-temptation offerings. In politics,
peace negotiations are designed to yield more follow-up discussions
and meetings, to slow down progress, break momentum, and allow
the parties to consider and entertain each other’s point of view. Do
you really think you can resolve the disagreement in one sitting? Do
you really think if you give in but once to your enemies, they will be
satisfied and leave you alone? If you allow your flesh to sin, will it
not come back for more, as a bigger monster?
The enemies are DETERMINED to sidetrack you from
completing the course. They sent Nehemiah multiple peace-talk
invitations—“Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort”. You
can expect to receive multiple sweet temptations. The enemies will
drop multiple lures.
The enemies are also DISRUPTIVE. When the peace talk
invitations didn’t work, they openly and falsely accused Nehemiah
of rebellion and provided a false witness. They also threatened to
escalate the matter to Nehemiah’s boss, king Artaxerxes—“Wherein
was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it,
that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest
the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words.
And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at
Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in Judah: and now shall it be
reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore,
and let us take counsel together.” If you don’t fall for the sweet
temptations, in their desperation, the enemies will escalate the
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attack, perhaps also with false accusations and witnesses, so as to
leverage the justice system to disrupt and draw you away from
spending time with God. The accusation might reach your
workplace, which could cause you to lose your job. This should slow
you down. Bottom line, you will feel the attacks; you will be in so
much pressure; you will be very angry and frustrated. You would kill
the devil if you could. The best course of action is to fall on your
knees and pray to God. Psalms 27:11 Teach me thy way, O LORD,
and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. (12) Deliver
me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are
risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty. (13) I had
fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the
land of the living. (14) Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
Overall, the enemies are extremely DIVISIVE. They realize
that God is the source of your power. So, if they could cause you to
sin, you would lose the power, and it would be game over for you.
They tried to stir up fear in Nehemiah, so that he would distrust God
and sin—“that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin”. By a false
prophecy, the enemies directed Nehemiah to hide in the house of
God for safety, so that it would seem he was guilty of the crimes of
rebellion and treason he was charged with; and leaving the people,
as they would in course break up and stop the work.

Stand up to temptations

Nehemiah 6:3 And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am
doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the
work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? (4) Yet they
sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after
the same manner.
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Imagine how bad Nehemiah looked politically when he
repeatedly declined the enemies’ peace-talk invitation. The
pressure was on him. How could he not be friendly, after all, “a man
that hath friends must shew himself friendly,” right?
The enemies will offer multiple temptations. Like Nehemiah,
each time you are tempted, you should decline and not go to the
party. Don’t ignore the temptations, but respond to each with a
decline.
Consider Nehemiah’s response: “I am doing a great work, so
that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave
it, and come down to you?” Realize the following:
•

You are doing a great work and are in a much higher and
better position than what temptations could offer.

•

If you but once give in to a temptation, you are leaving
the work behind and you are going down.

Be consistent and just say “No” to temptations—“Yet they
sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after
the same manner”. See chapter 7 for more advice on handling
temptations.

Stand up to fear – Nehemiah 6:5-13

Nehemiah 6:5 Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like
manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; (6) Wherein
was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith
it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou
buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to
these words. (7) And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach
of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in Judah: and now
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shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come
now therefore, and let us take counsel together. (8) Then I sent
unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest,
but thou feignest them out of thine own heart. (9) For they all
made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the
work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my
hands.
All the pressures and false accusations would make just
about anyone afraid, even Nehemiah—“For they all made us
afraid”. But God has equipped you to deal with debilitating fear.
2Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
•

Power – The word of God is quick and powerful.
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.

•

Love – God is love. 1John 4:18 There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.
Fear and love are mutually exclusive.

•

Sound Mind – 1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of
your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ; (14) As obedient children, not fashioning
yourselves according to the former lusts in your
ignorance: (15) But as he which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

When in fear and weakness:
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•

Pray to God—“O God, strengthen my hands”.

•

Get counseling—“Afterward I came unto the house of
Shemaiah”, but prove all things because the enemies are
resourceful, and have infiltrated churches with false
prophets—“I perceived that God had not sent him; but
that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah
and Sanballat had hired him.” Learn to detect bad
counsel.
o It sounds good because it has the elements of God in
it—“Let us meet together in the house of God, within
the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple.”
o It focuses on you and leads you away from your
ministry—“For they will come to slay thee; yea, in
the night will they come to slay thee.”
o It has urgency and rushes you into a decision.
o It causes you to sin—“Therefore was he hired, that I
should be afraid, and do so, and sin.”

Prophetic End Time Secrets
“Those days” in Nehemiah 6:17 is the unmistakable phrase
that God throws in to alert believers to the end time prophesy in
the chapter. The phrase “those days” often appears in the context
of the time of tribulation immediately preceding the Second Coming
of Christ. In other words, it refers to the seven year period of
tribulation immediately following the rapture of the church.
Examples include Matthew 24, Joel 2 and 3, and Jeremiah 31:31-34,
33:15-18, 50:4, 19-20. “Those days” and “That day” overlap because
the tribulation period is part of the overall scene of “That day.”
(See the description of “that day” in the Prophetic End Time Secrets
section in chapter 8.)
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Israel’s political landscape will be divided (perhaps between
the orthodox and secular Jews), and the nobles from the tribe of
Judah will not be able to discern who the enemy is, and will bind
themselves with an oath to the antichrist, represented here by
Tobiah. They will be true to his interest, exchange secret
intelligence, and spy for him. This should help the antichrist to
develop the false peace treaty that the Jews will eventually agree
to, to their detriment.
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Historical Synopsis
Following a successful fortification of Jerusalem in record
time, Nehemiah committed the charge of the city to Hanani and
Hananiah, perhaps he was preparing to return to Persia, as he had
promised in Nehemiah 2:6. He gave instructions pertaining to
opening the doors of the gates, appointment of guards, and their
responsibilities.
Nehemiah was moved by God to reconcile the people
according to genealogy. He found a register of the genealogy of the
first wave of the people that returned to Jerusalem from Babylon,
led by Zerubabbel in 536 B.C. The register contained the names of
commoners, priests, singers, porters, Nethinims, and Solomon’s
servants; the whole congregation was 42,360 people. Some priests
could not establish their pedigree and were put away from the
priesthood as polluted.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•
•

A reassignment of power and care of Jerusalem to
Hanani and Hananiah – Nehemiah 7:1-4
A record of the Jews that returned to Jerusalem with
Zerubabbel – Nehemiah 7:5-69
A record of the peoples’ offerings – Nehemiah 7:70-73

Key Spiritual Lessons
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Compared to Nehemiah 6:1, Nehemiah 7:1 shows the
construction is complete and worship is restored—“Now it came to
pass, when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, and the
porters and the singers and the Levites were appointed.” This means
your defensive system is up and operating. So congratulations, you
made it! You overcame the spiritual enemies and old sinful lifestyle
or habits.
While you take your victory lap, you see a thing called
“Relapse” in the rear view mirror following very closely. If you are
not careful, your victory can be short-lived, you will relapse, and all
that effort is for naught. The fact is, you still have to face the world,
enemies, and temptations daily. This chapter unlocks the secret for
conquering relapse.
The key message of this chapter is: “Don’t open the gates
until the word of God is hot in you.”
The key spiritual lessons in this chapter are:
•
•

Conquering relapse – Nehemiah 7:1-4
Cherishing genealogy – Nehemiah 7:5, 63-65

Conquering relapse

Nehemiah 7:1 Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I
had set up the doors, and the porters and the singers and the
Levites were appointed, (2) That I gave my brother Hanani, and
Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he
was a faithful man, and feared God above many. (3) And I said
unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun
be hot; and while they stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar
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them: and appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, every
one in his watch, and every one to be over against his house. (4)
Now the city was large and great: but the people were few
therein, and the houses were not builded.
The secret for conquering relapse is found in verses 2 and 3
above:
•

Commit the present success and the future to God –
Nehemiah 7:1-2
To prevent relapsing, you must commit the present
success and future to the one who is “faithful and fear
God above many”—the Lord Jesus Christ. This means let
the word of God be the driver and steer your life. After
all, it was His grace (Hanani means “gracious”, and
Hananiah means “God has favored”) that saved you and
gave you the victory. Don’t think for a moment you can
jump back in the driver seat and steer your life your
way. Remember you crashed and burned because you
were the driver?
You may be out of the woods, but you are not far from
the tree line. The enemies can easily drag you back into
the woods. Realize that if the devil can’t keep you in the
fire of Hell, he still wants to keep you in your old sinful
lifestyle. He wants you to relapse.

•

Sun bathing and watching – Nehemiah 7:3
Walls picture our salvation in Christ and gates picture
our praises. Read Isaiah 60:18. Walls need gates, which
are the controlled points of access—the interface with
the world, enemies, and temptations. Walls without
gates are isolation, legalism, and bondage.
The gates of our life are our receptors or points of input
such as the eye, ear, mouth, nose, and thought. They
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must remain closed and barred until the sun is hot. The
sun represents the word of God (Malachi 4:2 – “the Sun
of righteousness”). In other words, don’t face the world,
enemies, and temptations until you have read the bible,
fellowshipped with God, and His word has become hot
in you. And when you are not with the word of God, be
watchful for attacks. The enemies and temptations can
appear at any time. They access you by penetrating one
of the gates. You must be watchful and not grant them
access. When tempted, run to the Word and read it until
it is hot in you.
Think back to the times you relapsed. Were they not
always because the gates were breached and the word
of God was cold in you? Going forward, you need the
word of God to be hot at all times. Fortunately, this sun
never sets; the Lord shall be unto you an everlasting
light. Read Isaiah 60:19-21. All you have to do is sun
bathe.

Cherishing genealogy

Nehemiah 7:5 And my God put into mine heart to gather together
the nobles, and the rulers, and the people, that they might be
reckoned by genealogy. And I found a register of the genealogy of
them which came up at the first, and found written therein,
Nehemiah 7:63 And of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the
children of Koz, the children of Barzillai, which took one of the
daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite to wife, and was called after
their name. (64) These sought their register among those that
were reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found: therefore were
they, as polluted, put from the priesthood. (65) And the Tirshatha
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said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things,
till there stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim.
In the Old Testament time, one had to come from the priest
lineage in order to become a priest. They didn’t go to school to
become one. Priests that could not prove their birth were put away
from the priesthood as polluted. They were also prevented from
eating the most holy things until a high priest with the Urim and
Thummim arose.
In the New Testament, one must be spiritually born into
God’s family in order to become a priest. God makes all believers as
kings and priests for His worship and service. Read Revelation 1:6,
Revelation 5:10. Every child of God is a priest and must provide the
proof of spiritual birth—“Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his.”
How did you become a child of God? (Only one of the
following is correct)
•
•
•
•
•
•

We are all God’s children.
I was baptized.
I am not a bad person. My good works outweigh my bad
deeds.
I grew up in a Christian family.
I was in a terrible accident. I should have died, but God
saved me.
I realized I was a sinner and my sins condemned me to
Hell. There was no amount of good works that I could do
to wash my sins away. I confessed my sins and by a
simple prayer accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and
Savior. By faith, I believe He died on the cross for my
sins, was buried, and rose again on the 3rd day to
conquer sin and death.

One of these days, everyone will be gathered to God and be
reckoned by genealogy. God maintains a register (the book of life)
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and He will separate the wheat from the tares, and the sheep from
the goats. Those whose names are not found in the book of life will
be cast into the Lake of Fire to face the second death. Read
Revelation 20:11-15. There is a saying that if you are born once, you
will die twice (physical and spiritual deaths), but if you are born
twice, you only die once (physical death).
Unfortunately, there will be those who think they belong to
God, but a rude awakening is in store for them. Matthew 7:21 Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. (22) Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many wonderful works? (23) And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.”

Other Notables
a) Commit holy things to faithful and God-fearing men – Nehemiah
7:2
The work of ministry spans generations, therefore, it is
necessary for every ministry leader to implement succession
planning, and eventually commit the charge of the ministry only
to faithful and God-fearing men, who preferably came up
through the discipleship process, and have proven themselves
alongside the leader. Nehemiah committed the charge of
Jerusalem to Hanani and Hananiah. Verse 2 mentions Hananiah
was a faithful and God-fearing man. This principle is also echoed
by Apostle Paul. 2Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
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b) Don’t appoint foxes to watch over the chicken coop – Nehemiah
7:3
In verse 3, Nehemiah instructed Hanani and Hananiah to
appoint watches from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Asking a
foreigner to watch over Jerusalem is like asking a fox to watch
over the chicken coop.
c) Stewardship – Nehemiah 7:66-73
Notice that God not only keeps a register of the people, but also
a record of their possessions and oblations. God will hold
everyone accountable for the time, talent, and treasure that He
provided. Read Matthew 25:14-30.
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Historical Synopsis
The children of Israel celebrated the Feast of Trumpets on
the first day of the seventh month (Leveticus 23:24, Numbers 29:1)
with a holy convocation in the street that was before the water
gate. They requested Ezra to read the Law of Moses and received
the word with great reverence and solemnity. Ezra with a team of
preachers and teachers expounded the law, and gave the sense and
understanding.
The people were convicted when they heard and
understood the law. They realized their sins and miseries. They
wept and mourned, but were comforted by Nehemiah, Ezra, and
the Levites. They were instructed to be joyful as the day was a feast
day, in which it was their duty to rejoice that they might find
strength to overcome sorrows in the joy of the Lord. The people
were dismissed to perform the feast, and in joyfulness, they ate the
fat, drank the sweet, and were charitable to the poor.
The spiritual leaders discovered a commandment
concerning the Feast of Tabernacles, which began on the fifteenth
day of the same month. The children of Israel were to dwell in
booths made of branches of olive, or pine, or myrtle, or palm, or
thick trees for seven days. The commandment was proclaimed in all
cities and the people did according to the law and there was great
gladness.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•

The clarification or enlightenment – Nehemiah 8:1-8
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•
•

The conviction and comfort – Nehemiah 8:9-12
The celebration of obedience – Nehemiah 8:13-18

Key Spiritual Lessons
In preceding chapters, God brought the counsel of your
enemies to naught by exposing their plan of attack (Belittle, befall,
befriend). He also showed you how to conquer relapse in chapter 7.
Starting from chapter 8, the focus shifts from battling with the
enemies to the centrality of the word of God. Coincidentally, the
number 8 represents a new beginning according to numerology.
The word of God must be central in your life for your
continual spiritual growth. It needs to be a lamp unto your feet and
a light unto your path in order for you to navigate this dark and
dying world. You should realize by now that you cannot live a happy
and fulfilled life by being ignorant to God’s truth. It is time for you
to get a handle on the bible, grow up spiritually, and learn to rightly
divide the word of truth. Ask a mature Christian to disciple you.
The key message of this chapter is: “The word of God must
be central in your life.”
Spiritually, this chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•

Desire the Word – Nehemiah 8:1-8
Do according to the Word – Nehemiah 8:9-18

Desire the Word – Nehemiah 8:1-8

Nehemiah 8:1 And all the people gathered themselves together as
one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they
spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses,
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which the LORD had commanded to Israel. (2) And Ezra the priest
brought the law before the congregation both of men and women,
and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of
the seventh month. (3) And he read therein before the street that
was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before
the men and the women, and those that could understand; and
the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.
(4) And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they
had made for the purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and
Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his
right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and
Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and
Meshullam.
•

Unite with like-minded believers in the right place – Nehemiah
8:1
The Bible instructs not to forsake the assembly of believers, but
to join them in unity, and hold fast to the profession of faith
without wavering, and consider one another to provoke unto
love and good works. Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;) (24) And let us consider one another to provoke unto
love and to good works: (25) Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
The approved place of assembly is before the water gate where
the water of life flows and is accessible. Water represents the
truth of God.

•

Ask for the book – Nehemiah 8:1-2
Ask for the Bible and not commentaries, story books, current
affairs, or personal opinions, but THE BOOK which the Lord has
commanded. Some books inform, while some misinform, but
there is only one book that can transform your sin-ruined life
into a life of victory and joy in God—the Holy Bible. If THE BOOK
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is not brought forth before the people that can hear with
understanding, then leave the congregation because the water
of life is not there, and you are wasting your time and money.
That place might as well be a country club.
If you have trouble understanding the Holy Bible, ask Ezra
(which means “help”, a type of the Holy Spirit of God) to open
your understanding. John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you. 1John 2:27 But the anointing
which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not
that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath
taught you, ye shall abide in him.
•

Be attentive to THE BOOK – Nehemiah 8:3
Let the word of God flow from morning to midday and be
attentive to it. Why midday? Because it is hot. Remember in
chapter 7, you cannot face up to temptations unless the sun,
which represents the word of God, is hot? The amount of
understanding you will get from hearing the word is determined
by your attention to it. The people were attentive unto the book
of the law and they stood in their place. Consider the following
verses:
Mark 4:24 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto
you that hear shall more be given.
Proverbs 15:31 The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth
among the wise. (32) He that refuseth instruction despiseth his
own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.
Proverbs 2:1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my
commandments with thee; (2) So that thou incline thine ear unto
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wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; (3) Yea, if thou
criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for
understanding; (4) If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for
her as for hid treasures; (5) Then shalt thou understand the fear
of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.
Proverbs 22:17 Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the
wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge. (18) For it is a
pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal
be fitted in thy lips. (19) That thy trust may be in the LORD, I
have made known to thee this day, even to thee. (20) Have not I
written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, (21)
That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth;
that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send
unto thee?
Proverbs 28:9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the
law, even his prayer shall be abomination.
•

Respect the pulpit and reverence the Word – Nehemiah 8:4-5
Respect the pulpit for what it symbolizes. The “pulpit of wood”
is also translated as the “tower of wood” upon which THE BOOK
rests and the Word flows. Jesus Christ, the Son and Word of God
(John 1:14), was nailed on a wooden cross (tower of wood)
where He bled and died, and grace and hope flowed to all
sinners. Consider the meaning of the names of people that
stood at the pulpit with Ezra. They represent the goodness of
God.
Left of Ezra
Pedaiah="Jehovah has
ransomed"
Mishael="who is what God is"
Malchiah="my king is
Jehovah"
Hashum="rich"

Right of Ezra
Mattithiah="gift of Jehovah"
Shema="hear"
Anaiah="Jehovah has
answered"
Urijah="Jehovah (Yahweh) is
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Hashbadana="considerate
judge"
Zechariah="Jehovah
remembers"
Meshullam="friend"

my light (flame)"
Hilkiah="my portion is
Jehovah"
Maaseiah="work of Jehovah"

The people stood up when Ezra opened the book. This act of
reverence should be a standard practice in all churches. The
bible should not be a closed book. You can expect a blessing
from God each time the bible is opened and read. Revelation 1:3
Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for
the time is at hand.
•

Worship God before the reading and hearing of His Word –
Nehemiah 8:6
He is the LORD, the Great God, the author and giver of the Word
(Deuteronomy 10:17, Psalms 95:3). It is more than appropriate;
in fact it is the duty of His people to ascribe blessing, honor, and
glory to Him—“And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with
lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and
worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.”
Lamentations 3:41 Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto
God in the heavens. Psalms 134:1 Behold, bless ye the LORD, all
ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand in the house of
the LORD. (2) Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the
LORD. (3) The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out
of Zion.

Do according to the Word – Nehemiah 8:9-18
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Nehemiah 8:9 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the
priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto
all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words
of the law. (10) Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat,
and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom
nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be
ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. (11) So the
Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is
holy; neither be ye grieved. (12) And all the people went their way
to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great
mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared
unto them.
a) Let the Word convict you – Nehemiah 8:9
The people were convicted of sins and wept after hearing and
understanding the law. Biblical sorrow and grief are designed to
lead people to repentance. The word of God is sweet to the
taste, but rest assured, it is bitter when it works its course.
Revelation 10:10 And I took the little book out of the angel's
hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and
as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 2Corinthians 7:9
Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed
to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner,
that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. (10) For godly
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
b) Let the Word show the right course of action – Nehemiah 8:10
The people mourned and wept over their sins, but the Word
instructed them to be merry instead of sorry. They were
instructed to celebrate the holy day with joy, for the joy of the
Lord was to be their strength for overcoming sorrows.
c) Obey the Word – Nehemiah 8:12
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The people were obedient to the commandment—“And all the
people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send
portions, and to make great mirth, because they had
understood the words that were declared unto them.” John 2:5
His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto
you, do it.
d) Return to the Word for more understanding and repeat steps a)
to c) – Nehemiah 8:13-18
The chief of the fathers of all the people (heads of tribes and
families), the priests, and the Levites, who, though they were
instructors of others, needed to be taught themselves, and
therefore, returned to Ezra, a ready scribe in the law, for better
information, and that they might be better able to teach the
people. And God revealed an additional thing to them—“And
they found written in the law which the LORD had commanded
by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in
the feast of the seventh month: And that they should publish
and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem...”
The leaders published the word and the people were once again
obedient to the commandment. The result was a very great
gladness—“And all the congregation of them that were come
again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the
booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day
had not the children of Israel done so. And there was very great
gladness.”

Other Notables
1. Discover your place in the preaching team – Nehemiah 8:4, 7
Let your life make a difference by finding your place in the
preaching or teaching team and exercise the gifts that God has
given you. Are you an Ezra? Are you able to stand with the
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pastor? Are you able to read the bible distinctly like Jeshua and
Bani, and rightly divide the word of God—give the sense, and
help people to understand the Word? Being a part of the
preaching team gives you the opportunity to participate and
impact the lives of many in God’s family. Romans 10:14 How
then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher? (15) And how shall they
preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!
Consider the meaning of the names of the teachers in Nehemiah
8:7 below. They are not as good as the names of the people that
stood with Ezra by the pulpit. In the Old Testament days, names
were given to commemorate events or occasions. For example,
Genesis 3:20, Genesis 4:25-26, Genesis 5:29, Genesis 16:11, etc.
So names with meanings such as "Jehovah has scorched",
"insidious", "sabbatical", "crippled", "Jehovah has helped", and
"Jehovah does wonders" may commemorate certain events that
happened during pregnancy or delivery. Regardless of their
setbacks, these people testify to the grace of God with their
participation in the kingdom. God delivered them from sins and
used them in His glorious kingdom. What about you?
• Jeshua means "he is saved"
• Bani means "built"
• Sherebiah means "Jehovah has scorched"
• Jamin means "right hand"
• Akkub means "insidious"
• Shabbethai means "sabbatical"
• Hodijah means "my majesty is Jehovah"
• Maaseiah means "work of Jehovah"
• Kelita means "crippled"
• Azariah means "Jehovah has helped"
85

Celebrate Recovery
•
•
•
•

Jozabad means "Jehovah has endowed"
Hanan means "he is merciful"
Pelaiah means "Jehovah does wonders"
Levite means "joined to"

2. Discover the joy of understanding—“And all the people went
their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make
great mirth, because they had understood the words that were
declared unto them.”
The word “understand” stands out in this chapter. It appears
seven times as “understanding”, “understand”, “understood”,
and “taught”. There are benefits associated with understanding.
Consider the following verses:
Proverbs 3:13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the
man that getteth understanding.
Proverbs 16:16 How much better is it to get wisdom than gold!
and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!
Psalms 119:104 Through thy precepts I get understanding:
therefore I hate every false way.
Proverbs 16:22 Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him
that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly.
Psalms 119:144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is
everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live.
Proverbs 2:10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and
knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; (11) Discretion shall
preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: (12) To deliver
thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh
froward things;
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Prophetic End Time Secrets
The phrase “that day” in Nehemiah 8:17 is the unmistakable
sign that end time messages are encoded in this chapter. “That day”
or “The day of the Lord” is often used to speak of the Messiah
coming in judgment and establishing His literal kingdom on earth—
the period beginning from the Great Tribulation (following the
rapture of the church) to the end of the millennium. Examples
include Zechariah chapters 12 to 14, Isaiah 2, and 1Thessalonians
5:1-5. It is the most dramatic time!
One needs a little bit of background on biblical Jewish feasts
and calendar (given below) in order to appreciate the secret
messages in this chapter. Specifically, this chapter deals with the
last three feasts—Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Feast
of Tabernacles. They are also known as the Fall Feasts.
Prophetically, it is the end of the dispensation of grace and the
times of the Gentiles.
Biblical Feasts of
the Lord

Fall

Spring

Passover
Leviticus 23:5
Unleavened
Bread
Leviticus 23:6-8
Firstfruits
Leviticus 23:9-14
Weeks
(or Pentecost,
which means
50th day)
Leviticus 23:1522
Trumpets
Leviticus 23:2325
Day of
Atonement
Leviticus 23:2632

Jewish
Holidays

Begin on

# of
days

Significance

Pesach

14-Nisan

1

Jesus Christ was sacrificed as the
Passover Lamb.

Chag
HaMatzot

15-Nisan

7

The death and burial of Jesus
Christ.

Reshit
Katzir

17-Nisan

1

Jesus Christ rose from the dead
and became the firstfruits of them
that slept –1Corinthians 15:20,23

Shavuot

50 days
from the
Feast of
Firstfruits

1

The Holy Spirit was given to the
Church on Pentecost – Acts 2:1-4

Rosh
HaShanah

01-Tishri

1

The rapture of the Church –
1Corinthians 15:52

Yom
Kippur

10-Tishri

1

The day of atonement for the
Jews. All Israel will be saved –
Zechariah 12:8-14, Zechariah 13:1
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Tabernacles
Leviticus 23:3344

Sukkot

15-Tishri

Month Jewish Months
1

8

Nisan or Abib
(1st of Nisan is the biblical
new year day)
Iyar
Sivan
Tammuz
Av
Elul
Tishri
(1st of Tishri is the Jewish
new year day)
Cheshvan

9

Kislev or Chisleu

10
11
12

Tevet or Tebeth
Shevat
Adar

2
3
4
5
6
7

7

# of
days
30

Jesus Christ will once again dwell
with His covenant people - the
Jews. This also is the beginning of
the Millennial reign.

Civil Equivalent
March – April

29
30
29
30
29
30

April – May
May – June
June – July
July – August
August – September
September – October

29 or
30
30 or
29
29
30
30

October – November
November –
December
December – January
January – February
February – March

In this chapter, we have the Feast of Trumpets, followed by
a new understanding of the law, mourning and weeping, and joy
and great gladness during the Feast of Tabernacles.
The church will be removed (raptured out) when the
trumpet blows, according to 1Corinthians 15:52. All true born-again
Christians will be gathered together to meet the Lord in the air,
according to 1Thessalonians 4:13-18. Jeshua (Jesus) will remove the
spirit of slumber (Romans 11:8-10, 25) from the Jews that they may
finally understand the Old Testament. They will see Jesus in the Old
Testament (Luke 24:44, John 5:46) and will weep and mourn
because they had crucified Him. However, their day of atonement
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will soon arrive when the Lord Jesus returns for the second time to
deliver them from the antichrist. Read Zechariah 12:8-14, Zechariah
13:1. Their mourning will turn into dancing and great gladness when
the Lord Jesus dwells with them again, this time forever. It is a
reunion after 2,000 years apart. Thus, “for since the days of Jeshua
the son of Nun unto that day had not the children of Israel done so.
And there was very great gladness.”
Also, don’t miss the phrase “second day” in Nehemiah 8:13.
The religious leaders of the Jews (“the chief of the fathers of all the
people, the priests, and the Levites”) did not quite understand the
law and went back to Ezra for clarification. For such, the Jews
missed their Messiah when He came the first time, but when Ezra,
who is a type of the Holy Spirit of God, gives them understanding,
they will recognize the Jesus on His second appearance.
The chapter concludes with a solemn assembly on the
eighth day following the Feast of Tabernacles. The number “8”
represents a new beginning. There absolutely will be a new
beginning—a new world order, a solemn assembly of God’s people;
both Old Testament and New Testament saints; when the Lord
Jesus Christ establish His millennial kingdom on earth.
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Historical Synopsis
In chapter 8, the children of Israel understood the words of
the law; the eyes of their understanding were opened, and they
were convicted of their sins. Although they mourned and wept, they
had yet to confess and repent. Three days after the Feast of
Tabernacles (24th day of Tishri), the children of Israel assembled to
confess and repent of their sins. They humbled themselves with
fasting, sack clothes, and dust upon their heads. Their act of
repentance include a separation from strangers (their Gentile wives
whom they married before the reformation by Ezra, and from the
children from the marriages), the reading of the law, confession,
and worship.
The Levites led by Jeshua, made the longest recorded
confession and prayer in the bible.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•

The contrition or repentance of the people – Nehemiah
9:1-3
The corporate confession – Nehemiah 9:4-38

Key Spiritual Lessons
There was a shift in the handling of the word of God. In
chapter 8, the people requested Ezra to read the Law of Moses.
(Nehemiah 8:1-5). The chief of the fathers of the people, the priests,
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and the Levites also consulted with Ezra to better understand the
word of God (Nehemiah 8:13). Ezra was out of the scene in chapter
9 and the people read the word of God for themselves (Nehemiah
9:3).
The same shift has to occur in your life. Instead of relying on
the pastor to feed you the word of God only on Sunday mornings,
you need to feed yourself daily. If you are spiritually young in Christ,
ask a mature believer to disciple you.
When the word of God is central in your life, it will continue
to shape and conform you to the image of the Jesus Christ. As such,
it is an ongoing process of revealing sins and establishing
convictions. Whenever a sin is revealed, the proper and smart
response is to immediately confess and repent, and God will forgive
your sin.
The key message of this chapter is: “You must feed yourself
the word of God and apply it.”
The following can be learned from the lengthy confession in
this chapter.
•
•
•

The elements of repentance – Nehemiah 9:1-3
The essence of sins – Nehemiah 9:16-18, 26-27
The essence of God – Nehemiah 9

The elements of repentance

Nehemiah 9:1 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the
children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with
sackclothes, and earth upon them. (2) And the seed of Israel
separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed
their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. (3) And they stood up
in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD their
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God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they
confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God.
Because all have sinned and come short of the glory of God,
the proper starting point with God is repentance.
•

Humility
It is the primary essential element for repentance. Humility
is to honor as pride is to destruction. Consider what God
said to Josiah in 2Chronicles 34:27, “Because thine heart was
tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when
thou heardest his words against this place, and against the
inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before me, and
didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I have even
heard thee also, saith the LORD.”

•

Dead to self
Fasting is an inward expression whereas the wearing of sack
clothes and dust upon the head are outward expressions.
The expressions of sorrow and humiliation must not be a
show-off. They are to afflict the soul and take the shame
publicly, and give glory to God. Do not fast like the
hypocrites. Find out the kind of fast that God approves in
Isaiah 58. Mathew 6:16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as
the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their
faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward. (17) But thou, when thou
fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; (18) That thou
appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in
secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward
thee openly.

•

Separation from sin
In an act of obedient to the word of God, the children of
Israel separated themselves from all strangers, with whom
God had told them not to mix in the first place. The lesson
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here is you cannot have it both ways. You must let go of
sins—lose the bands of wickedness, otherwise, you are
kidding yourself. Remember, what communion hath light
with darkness?
•

Stand in judgment
The people stood in their place during the reading of the
Law of Moses. Likewise, you will stand in judgment by the
word of God.
Where art thou? No more hiding from God. You
stand in your place out in the open to be judged.
Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that
thou shouldest not eat? No excuse, you blew it. You
violated God’s commandments.
What is this that thou hast done? Confess your sins.
1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

•

Fellowship with God
The Jews spent ½ day in reading the word, confessing sins,
and worshiping God. The word of God is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness. Spend time reading the bible, confess your
sins, and worship God.

The essence of sins – Nehemiah 9:16-18, 26-27

Nehemiah 9:16 But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and
hardened their necks, and hearkened not to thy commandments,
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(17) And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that
thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, and in their
rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but thou
art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and of great kindness, and forsookest them not. (18) Yea, when
they had made them a molten calf, and said, This is thy God that
brought thee up out of Egypt, and had wrought great
provocations;
•

Pride
Sin begins with pride. The beginning of your downfall is when
you handle your life without listening and submitting to God.
Verse 16, “…they and our fathers dealt proudly…”
Verse 29, “…they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto thy
commandments, but sinned against thy judgments…”
Psalms 10:4 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance,
will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.
Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty
spirit before a fall.
Obadiah 1:3 The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou
that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high;
that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?

•

Hardened neck
Pride hardens the neck and stubbornness sets in. Real soon, you
will be like a piece of concrete. But rest assured, God has a
sledgehammer that will break you into pieces, and when that
happens, you will not look very good. Proverbs 29:1 He, that
being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be
destroyed, and that without remedy.”

•

Hard Hearing
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Pride also causes you to turn away from hearing the word of
God, which gives you sound wisdom and understanding. Don’t
lean on your own understanding to navigate your life. Jeremiah
5:21 Hear now this, O foolish people, and without
understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears,
and hear not.
•

Disobedience
This is no surprise. Rebellion sets in when you turn away from
hearing the word of God. You will install your own god—your
“molten calf,” to provoke God to anger. Romans 1:21 Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. (22) Professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools, (23) And changed the glory of the
uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

•

Ungratefulness
Sin also causes you to be forgetful of God’s wonders in your life.

•

Bondage
Sin binds you to a sinful leader—a captain that will take you
back to your old sinful lifestyle as “the dog is turned to his own
vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in
the mire.” Don’t you know you are a servant to whom you obey,
whether of sin unto death or of obedience unto righteousness?
The outcomes that you can expect from sin are bondage and
great distress.
Sin also has a demotion property based on Nehemiah 9:35-37
below. God gave the land to the Jews. They were supposed to
be owners, but as a result of their sins they were servants in
their own land. The land yielded much increase, but the main
beneficiaries were the kings whom God had set over them.
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Don’t let sin rob you of God’s blessings. Nehemiah 9:35 For they
have not served thee in their kingdom, and in thy great
goodness that thou gavest them, and in the large and fat land
which thou gavest before them, neither turned they from their
wicked works. (36) Behold, we are servants this day, and for the
land that thou gavest unto our fathers to eat the fruit thereof
and the good thereof, behold, we are servants in it: (37) And it
yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou hast set over
us because of our sins: also they have dominion over our bodies,
and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great
distress.
•

Hurtful
You despise those who try to turn you to God and do harm to
them. Nehemiah 9:26 Nevertheless they were disobedient, and
rebelled against thee, and cast thy law behind their backs, and
slew thy prophets which testified against them to turn them to
thee, and they wrought great provocations.

•

Destruction
Finally the hammer falls. You fully deserve your punishment and
destruction that are overdue—“Howbeit thou art just in all that
is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but we have done
wickedly:”
Nehemiah 9:27 …Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand
of their enemies…
Nehemiah 9:28 …therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their
enemies, so that they had the dominion over them…
Nehemiah 9:30 …therefore gavest thou them into the hand of
the people of the lands.
Compare the 3 strikes above with the 3 strikes in Romans
chapter 1.
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Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own
bodies between themselves:
Romans 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile
affections: for even their women did change the natural use into
that which is against nature:
Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them OVER to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient;

The essence of God – Nehemiah 9
Learn to appreciate God for who He is and His wonders in
your life. There is so much in this chapter on the essence of God,
and my attempt to describe them is at best injustice. Rightfully so,
how can a person define all of His essence?
His Word
His Word precedes His name. The law was brought out in verse 3
followed by the blessing of His glorious name in verse 5. Psalms
138:2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for
thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy
word above all thy name. His Word is truth (Jo 17:17); it is the only
thing that will truly transform your life. You can buy into the lies of
the world, but just as with any lie, it will only hurt you in the end.
Instead buy the truth. Proverbs 23:23 Buy the truth, and sell it not;
also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. Get into His
word!

His name
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His name is above all names and His name alone is excellent. Jesus
Christ is the only name that you need to know for forgiveness,
righteousness, and everlasting life. John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.
Philippians 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name: (10) That at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth;
Psalms 148:13 Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name
alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.

His person
“…Thou, even thou, art LORD alone.” He is the great I AM THAT I
AM. Read Exodus 3:14. There is no other God besides Him.
Deuteronomy 4:35 Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest
know that the LORD he is God; there is none else beside him. … (39)
Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the
LORD he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: there
is none else.
1Kings 8:60 That all the people of the earth may know that the
LORD is God, and that there is none else.
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1Chronicles 17:20 O LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there
any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our
ears.
Isaiah 45:5 I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God
beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: (6) That
they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that
there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. …
(18) For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself
that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he
created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD;
and there is none else. … (22) Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.

His domain
“…thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their
host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that
is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven
worshippeth thee.” It is our duty to worship Him.
John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any
thing made that was made.
Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created.

His sovereignty
“Thou art the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and
broughtest him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the
name of Abraham.”
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Psalms 115:3 But our God is in the heavens: he hath done
whatsoever he hath pleased.

His faithfulness
“…and hast performed thy words.” God is absolutely faithful to His
Word. You cannot separate God from His Word. If He says it, you
can take it to the bank.

His righteousness
“…for thou art righteous.” Psalms 36:6 Thy righteousness is like the
great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou
preservest man and beast. Go visit the Rocky Mountains and stare
at the great mountains. He will teach you about His righteousness.

His compassion
“And didst see the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and heardest
their cry by the Red sea.” Repent of your sins and call unto the Lord;
He will hear your prayer.
Lamentations 3:22 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not
consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23 They are new every
morning: great is thy faithfulness.

His power – Nehemiah 9:10-11
God destroyed Pharaoh and his armies. God is able to deliver you
from your enemies (the devil, the world, and your flesh). Trust God
to deliver you from the strongholds that cause you to sin, and rob
you of joy and blessings. Nothing is too hard for Him – Jeremiah
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32:27 Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing
too hard for me?
Psalms 66:3 Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works!
through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit
themselves unto thee.
Daniel 3:17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine
hand, O king.
Isa 50:2 … Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or
have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I
make the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, because there is no
water, and dieth for thirst.

His wonders – Nehemiah 9:10-12
God showed signs and wonders to Pharaoh, and delivered the
children of Israel out of his hand; He parted the Red Sea, destroyed
their persecutors, and led them in the wilderness. Consider His
wonders in your life, beginning from the womb, how that you are
fearfully and wonderfully made. In verse 17, you are instructed to
be mindful of His wonders. This means to remember and be
thankful. Psalms 40:5 Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful
works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward:
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare
and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.

His fame
God delivered the children of Israel from Pharaoh and got Him a
name and fame—“So didst thou get thee a name, as it is this day.”
His works are designed to demonstrate His power so that His name
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may be declared throughout the earth. Read Exodus 9:13-16,
1Chronicles 17:20-21, Matthew 4:23-24. Did you know that you are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works? He
delivered you from the devil, sin, and Hell. Do you bring fame to His
name?

His humility
God came down to Mount Sinai to meet with the children of Israel.
It is incredible that the Almighty would humble Himself to behold
the things that are in heaven and earth, and is mindful of mankind.
Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus: (6) Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God: (7) But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Psalms 113:5 Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on
high, (6) Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in
heaven, and in the earth!

His provision – Nehemiah 9:13-15
God provided for the children of Israel both spiritually and
physically. He gave right judgments, true laws, good statutes and
commandments, as well as rest (Sabbath). He furnished a table in
the wilderness. He rained down Manna upon them and they ate
angels’ food. He smote the rock and water gushed out. Did you
know that you have the same blessings? You hold His truth in your
hands. He smote Jesus Christ, who was that Rock. And when you
drink His water (truth), you will never be thirsty again, but have a
well of water springing up into everlasting life. 1Corinthians 10:4
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And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

His forgiveness
“..thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not.” Despite all
of God’s goodness, the children of Israel rebelled and sinned against
Him. Is there forgiveness with God? Indeed there is; not only there
is forgiveness, but He is ready to pardon – Ps 130:4, 1Jo 1:9.

His mercy
Besides mercy, Nehemiah 9:17 also lists other essences such as
grace, mercy, longsuffering, and kindness. Did you know that God is
first and foremost merciful and gracious? He is not the man upstairs
with a big stick ready to spank you. Did you know that “his throne is
upholden by mercy,” and that His mercy endures forever?

Again, as I mentioned earlier, it is quite impossible for me to
cover all of His essence. All the hard drives in the world will not be
able to store it, but if you were to ask God to summarize Himself,
this is what He would say: Exodus 34:6 And the LORD passed by
before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, (7)
Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's
children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.
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Other Notables
1. Blessings are not the measure of one’s walk with God –
Nehemiah 9:7-25
The longsuffering nature of God is quite amazing. He continued
to bless the children of Israel while they were in their rebellion.
They installed a golden calf as their new god and provoked Him
to anger, but He did not forsake them. His pillar of cloud and
fire, and Spirit departed not. He did not withhold the manna
and water. In fact, He sustained them in the wilderness for 40
years! He gave them victory over enemies. They defeated Sihon,
the king of Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan, and possessed
their fat lands, houses full with goods, working wells, vineyards,
olive yards, and fruit trees. God also gave fruit—their children
multiplied as the stars of heaven. So, here is the lesson: do not
judge a person’s walk with God by what is happening in that
person’s life.
2. Break free from the bondage of sin with a sealed promise –
Nehemiah 9:36-38
The children of Israel wanted to be free from the bondage of
sin, which brought them great distress. They mourned and
confessed their sins and sufferings, and made a sure written
covenant with God—a faithful promise to observe His law (“that
thou mightest bring them again unto thy law”), and it was
witnessed and sealed by their princes, Levites, and priests.
You too need a sealed covenant to break free from sin. You
must acknowledge and confess your sins to God. Recognize how
bad it is to be in bondage and tell God about it. Repent and pray
to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. Confess with your
mouth that He is Lord and by faith believe in your heart that He
died on the cross for your sins, was buried, and rose again on
the third day. And God will be your witness and seal you to the
covenant.
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Before Christ: Ephesians 2:12 That at that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world.
After Christ: Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy
Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the
praise of his glory.”
3. By no means the guilty will be cleared – Nehemiah 9:16-37
Notice the change in pronoun from “they” to “us” and “we”.
The chapter lists the sins of the fathers starting in verse 16. As a
result of their disobedience and non-repentance, God visits the
sins of the fathers upon their children. The pronoun changes to
“us” and “we” starting in verse 32. The children pay the price.
You need to repent if you want your children to live a better
live. Remember this about God: Exodus 34:6 And the LORD
passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, (7) Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means
clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to
the fourth generation.

Prophetic End Time Secrets
As seen in chapter 8, God will remove the spirit of slumber
from the Jews and they will realize and mourn for their mistake
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concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. Chapter 9 shows the progression
of that realization.
Nehemiah 9:1 – Israel will repent on the 24th day of Tishri,
which is 3 days after the Feast of Tabernacles. The 3-day window is
interesting. The Lord Jesus Christ had His last supper, was crucified,
buried, and rose again to be the Savior of the church on the 3rd day.
He will reappear as the Messiah to the Jews 3 days after the last
feast (see the notes in Verse 4 below).
The Fall Feasts in Tishri (September - October)
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Rosh HaShanah Feast of Trumpets.
The rapture of the
Church - 1Cor 15:52

10
Yom Kippur - Day of
Attonement. All Israel
will be saved.
Zec 12:8-14, Zec 13:1

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24
25 26 27 28 29 30
The Jews confessed their
Sukkot - Feast of
sins and Jeshua stood up Tabernacles. Jesus
Neh 9:1-4. Israel gets her
Christ will once again
Messiah 3 days after the
dwell with His
last feast supper.
covenant people - the

Nehemiah 9:2 – Israel will confess their sins.
Nehemiah 9:3 – Israel will confess and worship the Lord
Jesus Christ. Matthew 23:39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord.
Nehemiah 9:4 – Israel will cry with a “loud voice unto the
Lord” by reason of the persecution by the antichrist, the king of
Assyria (Nehemiah 9:32). This period is known as “the time of their
trouble” (Nehemiah 9:27), and it will be a huge trouble such as
never was before—“let not all the trouble seem little before thee,
that hath come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our
priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy
people, since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this day”.
Then Jeshua (Jesus) will stand up from His seat on the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty (Hebrews 1:3, Hebrews 8:1), to
deliver them from the devil and antichrist.
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Historical Synopsis
The children of Israel wanted to be free from the bondage
of sin, which brought them great distress. They mourned and
confessed their sins and sufferings and made a sure written
covenant with God—a faithful promise to observe His law, and it
was witnessed and sealed by their princes, Levites, and priests.
Among whom are Nehemiah, 22 priests, 17 Levites, and 44 chiefs
of the people.
They entered into a curse and oath to walk in God’s law.
They also promised not to intermarry with the heathen, to honor
the Sabbath, and to observe the seventh year as a year of
release, according to the law.
Having covenanted against the sins they had been guilty
of, they proceeded in obliging themselves to revive and observe
the duties they had neglected in regard to temple service. They
promised not to forsake the house of their God. A special tax was
raised for the continual provision of showbread, meat offering,
burnt offering, and sin offerings. They made sure the altar of God
had a continual supply of wood to keep the fire always burning
upon it. They also took care of the maintenance of the priests
and Levites with their first-fruit and tithe offerings according to
the law.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
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•
•

The names of them that sealed the covenant –
Nehemiah 10:1-27
The articles of the covenant – Nehemiah 10:28-39

Key Spiritual Lessons
Spiritually, this chapter shows how that the bondage and
distress of sin can only be broken through a sure covenant with
God. It is a transaction that exchanges your sins for the
righteousness of Jesus Christ and your soul for His lordship. God
purchases your soul with His blood; you become the servant of
righteousness and glorify God in your body and spirit. 1Corinthians
6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
Are you in a covenant with God concerning your sinful soul
and eternal security? Or is your flesh not ready because it loves sin
and needs compelling reasons to covenant with God? The “Essence
of sin” section in chapter 9 should provide enough motivation. The
triggering point is the realization of the sad and awful life that
results from sin, and how much better life is with God.
Unfortunately, this usually happens when a person hits rock
bottom. For example, the Jews had a lot of hardship and distress,
and were servants in their own land. They realized God is the better
deal and repented. Likewise, the Prodigal Son in Luke chapter 15
came to his realization when he had to eat swine food. He thought
of how much better his father’s house was and repented. Are you
rock bottom yet?
The key message of this chapter is: “When you covenant
with God, you agree to obey His word, perform the ordinances,
and be of service to Him.”
When you covenant with God, following are three principles
to live by:
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•
•
•

Separation from sin – Nehemiah 10:28-31
Survive by God’s truth – Nehemiah 10:29
Service to God – Nehemiah 10:32-39

Separation from sin

Nehemiah 10:28 And the rest of the people, the priests, the
Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethinims, and all they that
had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the
law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, every one
having knowledge, and having understanding; (29) They clave to
their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an
oath, to walk in God's law, which was given by Moses the servant
of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD
our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes; (30) And that we
would not give our daughters unto the people of the land, nor take
their daughters for our sons: (31) And if the people of the land
bring ware or any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we
would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy day: and
that we would leave the seventh year, and the exaction of every
debt.
The Jews separated themselves from sin unto the law of
God. You too must maintain a separation from sin and resolve to
live by God’s truth. This is because “being then made free from sin,
you became the servants of righteousness.” The apostle Paul asked,
“How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”
Romans 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye
should obey it in the lusts thereof. (13) Neither yield ye your
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
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As part of the separation unto the law of God, the Jews also
promised certain things that they would not do going forward,
namely, intermarry with the heathen and commerce on Sabbath.
What about you? What sins are you most frequently overtaken in
and damaged by? Confess them to God, and ask for forgiveness and
wisdom to depart from the evil.

Survive by or walk in God’s truth

Nehemiah 10:29 They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and
entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which
was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all
the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and his judgments and
his statutes.
The Jews also entered into a curse and an oath to walk in
God’s law—to observe and do all the commandments, judgments,
and statutes. This is very serious as every oath has in it a conditional
curse upon the soul if the solemn promise is not performed. So the
Jews clave to their brethren and nobles for strength and
encouragement. Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of
the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law
to do them.
Thankfully, you don’t need to enter into a curse and an oath
because Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed
is every one that hangeth on a tree.” He took your sins, released you
from the bondage, and made you a servant of righteousness. Now,
you can do the works of righteousness. God says, “My yoke is easy,
and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:30)” It is meaningful, joyful,
and happiness compared to sadness, distressful, and hopelessness.
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To accomplish this, you need to walk in God’s truth. It means a life
guided and shaped by the word of God. You must be in daily
fellowship with the word of God. Live according to His word and
make it your final authority.

Service to God – Nehemiah 10:32-39
Service to God in the context of this chapter is related to the
house of God. In fact, the key phrase of this chapter is “we will not
forsake the house of our God” in verse 39. Every born-again believer
purchased by the precious blood of Jesus Christ should, as David,
set their affection to the house of God and provide for its
construction and operation. See David’s contributions in 1Chronicles
29:2-5. Consider God’s question through prophet Haggai: “Is it time
for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie
waste?” (Haggai 1:4)
Every church member is responsible for:
•
•

The operation of the house of God – Nehemiah 10:32-34
The maintenance of the ministers – Nehemiah 10:35-39

The Jews willingly charged themselves with a special tax for
the continual furnishing of God's table and altar. Likewise, church
members should willingly charge themselves to provide for the
continual operation of the house of God.
The priests, the Levites, and the people also cast lots to
ensure a continual supply of wood for the altar of God. Leviticus
6:12 And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be
put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay
the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat
of the peace offerings. (13) The fire shall ever be burning upon the
altar; it shall never go out.” The altar is where people “do business”
with God. Particular care should be taken that the fire never goes
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out, meaning every church member is responsible for ensuring the
word of God always goes forth, hot and strong, from the altar.
Every church member must also provide for the
maintenance of the ministers so that they can focus on spiritual
matters and be not tempted to neglect it for the making of
necessary provision for their families. First-fruits are the principal
branches of the ministers' revenues and every believer must honor
God with their first fruits. Don’t ignore the first fruit principle as God
repeated it five times in this chapter (firstfruits 3X, firstborn 1X,
firstlings 1X). 1Corinthians 9:13 Do ye not know that they which
minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they
which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? (14) Even so
hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live
of the gospel. 1Timothy 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word
and doctrine. (18) For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the
ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his
reward.

Other Notables
1. Everyone with knowledge and understanding must covenant
with God – Nehemiah 10:28
As soon as young people grow up to be capable of distinguishing
between good and evil, and of acting intelligently, they ought to
make it their own act to join to the Lord for the liberation of
their souls from the bondage of sin. In other words, get saved.
2. Don’t make promises you can’t keep.
The Jews made the following seven promises to God that they
eventually dishonored. Ecclesiastes 5:5 Better is it that thou
shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Verse 29: a promise to walk in God’s law, and to observe
and do all His commandments, judgments, and statutes.
Verse 30: a promise not to intermarry with heathens.
Verse 31: a promise to honor the Sabbath and observe the
seventh year as a year of release.
Verse 32: a promise to raise a special tax for the service of
the house of God.
Verse 34: a promise to supply wood for the altar of God.
Verse 35-37: a promise to honor God with first-fruits.

Prophetic End Time Secrets
For the reasons stated in verses 35 and 36 of Chapter 9, the
Jews sealed themselves to God through a sure covenant in hope
that God would again be kind to them. This foreshadows the event
where 144,000 Jews will receive the seal of God on their
foreheads—12,000 from each tribe according to Revelation 7:3-8.
They will be protected from the painful scorpion sting-like torment
that will last for five months. The sting is so painful that people who
are tormented would rather die, but “death shall flee from them”
(Revelation 9:4-6). The timeframe for this event is in the Tribulation
Period, after the antichrist is revealed and the Jews are persecuted.
It is known as the troublous time or Jacob’s trouble. Read Nehemiah
9:32, Daniel 9:25, Jeremiah 30:7.
Nehemiah 10:28-39 – The Jews separated themselves from
the people of the lands unto the law of God. The 144,000 Jews with
the seal of God will consecrate unto God and will reinstate temple
worship and sacrifices.
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Historical Synopsis
Jerusalem, being the metropolis of the country and the seat
of government, was walled around, but it was not as yet fully
inhabited, and therefore was weak. Nehemiah 7:4 Now the city was
large and great: but the people were few therein, and the houses
were not builded. Nehemiah's next care was to bring people into it
for the defense of the city from the restless and malignant enemies,
who tried every means to demolish the rising fortifications. The fear
of persecution, reproach, and danger, drove the greater part of the
returned exiles away from the holy city and they remained in the
country or the provincial towns.
Jerusalem is called here the holy city because there the
temple was, and that was the place God had chosen to put His
name. The city must reflect His glory and must be populated
because God loved to dwell among His people. A three-prong
method was used to populate the city: the rulers dwelt there by
default; those that willingly offered to relocate, nobly foregoing
their own secular interest for the public welfare; and if there was
still room, to bring one-tenth of the country people to dwell in
Jerusalem as determined by lot.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•

The account of the children of Judah that dwelt in
Jerusalem – Nehemiah 11:4-6
The account of the children of Benjamin that dwelt in
Jerusalem – Nehemiah 11:7-9
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•
•
•

The account of the priests that dwelt in Jerusalem –
Nehemiah 11:10-14
The account of the Levites that dwelt in Jerusalem –
Nehemiah 11:15-19
The account of the Jews that dwelt outside of Jerusalem
– Nehemiah 11:20-36

Key Spiritual Lessons
Every Christian is Jerusalem bound—not this Jerusalem on
earth, but the heavenly Jerusalem, the one mentioned in Revelation
21. Right now, in the dispensation of Grace, Jews and Gentiles can
willingly offer themselves to dwell in the heavenly Jerusalem by
accepting Jesus Christ as their Savior. When you get saved, you are
one of the blessed people who willingly offer to dwell in Jerusalem
as in Nehemiah 11:2. But when the dispensation of Grace is over;
when the church is removed to heaven; the Kingdom dispensation
begins and the lot system will be re-instantiated. The lot system is
not for the Gentiles, but is for the Jews only. Meanwhile, God is
preparing you for the service and life in the most awesome city.
How awesome? David said:
Psalms 48:1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in
the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. (2)
Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.
Psalms 137:5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning. (6) If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not
Jerusalem above my chief joy.
Psalms 84:10 For a day in thy courts is better than a
thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my
God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
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Did you know God bought you for His service (1Corinthians
6:20) not only during your life on earth, but also in heaven? You are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
according to Ephesians 2:10. The present life is a boot camp for the
new Jerusalem. The worst thing you as a Christian can do to yourself
is to treat your salvation as nothing more than a free ticket to
heaven. You will be very ashamed in the new Jerusalem. You will
see other brothers and sisters have positions there because they
gave themselves to the work of ministry on earth; their sacrifices
and training pay off big time, but you have nothing because you
refused to be used by God. You rob yourself of incredible blessings.
If God has saved you and restored you, it is time for you to
do the work of ministry. Remember Colossians 1:16, “For by him
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for
him.” You are His servant, therefore, act like a servant and get to
work!
What talents has God bestowed on you? Use them for God.
Servants who do not use their talents will suffer on the judgment
day. Read Matthew 25:14-30. Consider the physical and spiritual
services that the Jews provided in the holy city.
•

Nehemiah 11:6 – Of the children of Judah, the sons of
Perez were valiant men, fit for service, and able to
defend the city in case of an attack. Can you handle
physical security for the church?

•

Nehemiah 11:9 – Of the children of Benjamin, Joel the
son of Zichri was the overseer, and Judah the son of
Senuah was second over the city. An overseer is an
elder or bishop, a man charged with feeding the church
of God. Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
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made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood.
•

Nehemiah 11:11 – Of the priests, Seraiah was the ruler
of the house of God. A ruler of the house of God is also
charged with feeding the church of God, not with milk,
but with meat in due season. Matthew 24:45 Who then
is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made
ruler over his household, to give them meat in due
season? (46) Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when
he cometh shall find so doing. (47) Verily I say unto you,
That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.

•

Nehemiah 11:12-14 – Of the priests that did the work of
the house God in their courses were 822 of one family,
242 of another, and 128 of another. It is said of some of
them that they were mighty men of valor. All born again
believers in Jesus Christ are priests unto God. The
priesthood is not only a work, which requires might, but
a spiritual warfare, which requires valor because the
days are evil. Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence
to write unto you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye
should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints. (4) For there are certain men
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of
our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

•

Nehemiah 11:16 – Of the Levites, Shabbethai and
Jozabad had the oversight of the outward business of
the house of God. Those who take care of the outward
concerns of the church, including the serving of its
tables, the ministering to the widows and shut-ins, and
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the interfacing with state and local governments, are as
necessary in their place as those who take care of the
inward concerns, who give themselves to the word and
prayer.
•

Nehemiah 11:17 – Mattaniah was the principal to begin
the thanksgiving in prayer. Bakbukiah and Abda were in
his team. Thanksgiving is necessary in prayer; they
should go together; giving thanks for former mercies is a
becoming way of begging further mercies. Can you lead
prayers and psalms with thanksgiving? Colossians 4:2
Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving. Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.

•

Nehemiah 11:19 – The porters, Akkub, Talmon, and their
brethren that kept the gates. Can you take care of the
church gates? Join the welcoming and security
committee.

•

Nehemiah 11:21 – The Nethimims, the posterity of the
Gibeonites, were the temple slaves assigned to the
Levites and priests for service in the sanctuary. Church
deacons are their contemporary. Please note that you
do not need the official deacon title to do the work of a
deacon.

•

Nehemiah 11:22 – Of the sons of Asaph, the singers
were over the business of the house of God. The singers,
who were employed in duties which were comparatively
light and easy, were also appointed to look after the
necessary repairs of the temple. The king of Persia had
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such a kindness for their office that he allotted a
particular maintenance for them, besides what belonged
to them as Levites. (Nehemiah 11:23) If God has blessed
you with a handy man skill, use that for the house of
God.
•

Nehemiah 11:24 – Pethahiah was at the king's hand in
all matters concerning the people. He was the king’s
liaison to the Jews and he was a Jew. How great it is to
have government officials who are Christians be liaisons
to churches.
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Historical Synopsis
God is faithful to His word—“the righteous shall be in
everlasting remembrance,” therefore, a register of a great many
priests and Levites in the days of Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Joiakim,
Eliashib, and Nehemiah were recorded in this chapter. This would
insure that future generations would know to whom they were
beholden, under God, for the happy revival and re-establishment of
the holy city.
Out of the twenty four courses of priesthood from the
lineage of Aaron (1Chronicles 24:1-20), the chiefs of whom were
Jehoiarib, Jedaiah, Harim, Seorim, Malchijah, Mijamin, Hakkoz,
Abijah, Jeshua, Shecaniah, Eliashib, Jakim, Huppah, Jeshebeab,
Bilgah, Immer, Hezir, Aphses, Pethahiah, Jehezekel, Jachin, Gamul,
Delaiah, and Maaziah, only four of the courses (in bold) returned
from the captivity (Nehemiah 7:39-42, Ezra 2:36-39) with
Zerubbabel. They were the children of Jedaiah of the house of
Jeshua, the children of Immer, the children of Pashur (the son of
Malchijah, 1Chronicles 9:12), and the children of Harim, altogether
4,289 people. From them, Zerubbabel and Jeshua reestablished the
twenty four courses (Nehemiah 12:1-7).
The wall of Jerusalem, which was built in a great deal of fear
and trembling under enemies’ threats, was dedicated with a great
deal of joy and triumph. The dedication consisted of a solemn
ceremony in which the leading authorities, accompanied by the
Levitical singers summoned from all parts of the country, and a vast
concourse of people, united in praises and prayer, marched in two
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great processions from the southwest corner of the wall, and
encircled the city.
The solemnities of the thanksgiving day and the joy
expressed on that occasion left good impressions on the ministers
and people so that they were more careful and cheerful in doing
their duties afterwards. The temple services were set in order and
its workers were faithfully supported.
This chapter can be outlined as such:







The names of the chief of the priests and Levites that
came up with Zerubbabel – Nehemiah 12:1-9
The succession of the high priests – Nehemiah 12:10-11
The names of the next generation of the other chief
priests – Nehemiah 12:12-21
The renowned Levites that were in Nehemiah's time –
Nehemiah 12:22-26
The solemnity of dedicating the wall of Jerusalem –
Nehemiah 12:27-43
The settling of the offices of the priests and Levites in
the temple – Nehemiah 12:44-47

Key Spiritual Lessons
In the previous chapter, the walls of Jerusalem were up,
gates were guarded, enemies were defeated, city was populated,
and worship was restored. It was a whole new place. What a
contrast compared to chapter 3 where Nehemiah surveyed the
burnt walls and gates on horseback and the King’s pool was not
accessible. Now, the people were up on the walls worshipping God.
The above represents the new man, a transformed person
rising from the ashes of a sin-ruined life, no longer living in the

121

Celebrate Recovery
bondage of sin, but serving God in ministry. Victory at last, it is
celebration time! Celebrate the new man as follows:
•
•
•

Remember those who have gone before you –
Nehemiah 12:1-26
Rejoice with thanksgiving and sacrifices – Nehemiah
12:27-43
Rejuvenate your service to the Lord – Nehemiah 12:4447

Remember those who have gone before you – Nehemiah 12:126
It is good to know who our godly ancestors and
predecessors are, that we may learn what we should be. We are
debtors to the faithful ministers who guided us and spoke to us the
word of God. Hebrews 13:7 Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith
follow, considering the end of their conversation. How beautiful
were their feet! Let their memory be blessed and perpetuated.
Psalms 112:6 Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous
shall be in everlasting remembrance. Let their faithfulness, good
works, and sacrifices inspire and motivate us to journey on and
make full proof of our ministries. They did it, so can we. If God does
not forget them for their good works, He will remember us also.
Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and
labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye
have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

Rejoice with thanksgiving and sacrifices – Nehemiah 12:27-43
In dedicating the new man to God, your first act must be
thanksgiving (Nehemiah 12:31). The bible instructs believers to give
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thanks in everything (1Thessalonians 5:18), what more in such an
auspicious event as this. Don’t be like the nine lepers in Luke 17.
The Lord healed ten lepers, but nine went away without giving
thanks (Luke 17:11-19).
Unlike the Old Testament saints that required purification
by priests before the thanksgiving ceremony (Nehemiah 12:30), you
have been purified and justified by the blood of Christ (Hebrews
9:11-14), you are good to go. Make sure your heart is pure before
God, be thankful, and be joyful.
Joined at the hip with joy is sacrifice. The key verse is
Nehemiah 12:43 Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and
rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives
also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was
heard even afar off.
You and your loved ones will miss out on great joy if you
don’t sacrifice greatly, which is only appropriate if God has given
you the victory. Notice the wives and children also rejoiced. And
others will hear about your great joy.

Rejuvenate your service to the Lord

Nehemiah 12:44 And at that time were some appointed over the
chambers for the treasures, for the offerings, for the firstfruits, and
for the tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities the
portions of the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced
for the priests and for the Levites that waited. (45) And both the
singers and the porters kept the ward of their God, and the ward
of the purification, according to the commandment of David, and
of Solomon his son. (46) For in the days of David and Asaph of old
there were chief of the singers, and songs of praise and
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thanksgiving unto God. (47) And all Israel in the days of
Zerubbabel, and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the
singers and the porters, every day his portion: and they sanctified
holy things unto the Levites; and the Levites sanctified them unto
the children of Aaron.
Perhaps you have been distracted by your bad decisions, but
now is the time to celebrate and rejuvenate your service to the Lord
and be about His business. First, pay what is due to the Lord—your
tithes and offerings (Nehemiah 12:44). Then, “keep the ward of
God”. Help the local church body to function effectively. Attend to
the duty of your ministry. If you don’t have one, go get one.

Prophetic End Time Secrets
The phrase “that day” in verse 43 screams out that end-time
messages are encoded in this chapter. Again, “That day” or “The
day of the Lord” refers to the period beginning from the Great
Tribulation (following the rapture of the church) to the end of the
millennium.
From verses 31 to 40, there are two processions upon the
walls of Jerusalem. One goes to the right toward the Dung Gate and
the other goes to the left toward the Tower of Furnaces as shown
below.
•
•

Line #1: Dung Gate -> Fountain Gate -> Water Gate ->
Temple
Line #2: Valley Gate -> Tower of Furnaces -> Broad Wall > Gate of Ephraim -> Old Gate -> Fish Gate -> Tower of
Hananeel -> Tower of Meah -> Sheep Gate -> Prison
Gate -> Temple

Line #1 represents the church, which is a collection of
sinners that are saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8-10). Their sin stinks
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like dung (Dung Gate), but they are led by Ezra (means “Help”; he
pictures the Holy Spirit of God) to the Fountain Gate (represents the
Grace of God), where they have access to the City of David, and
then to the Water Gate (represents the truth of God that cleanses
away sins). This line will meet line #2 in the house of God or the
temple.
Line #2 represents the Jews. Unlike Moses who met God on
a mountain top, the Jews go through the Valley Gate because they
rejected and crucified the Messiah. For this, they must also go
through the Tower of Furnaces, where the Great Tribulation awaits
to greet them. But God’s mercy will be with them as Nehemiah
(means “Jehovah comforts”) follows them—“and I after them”. This
line also pauses at the Prison Gate—“They stood still in the Prison
Gate,” because God is dealing with the Gentiles, a period known as
“the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24). When this period ends, this
line will meet line #1 in the temple. The physical distance covered
by both lines may be about the same, but spiritually, line #2 is
taking a much longer route because “they being ignorant of God's
righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God.”
However, the good news is that both lines eventually end up
in the house of God. God does not and will not give up on Israel.
Read Romans 11:1-2, Jeremiah 51:5, Psalms 94:14, Psalms 129:1-4.
God will make them rejoice with great joy on THAT DAY, where He
will destroy their enemies once and for all, forgive their sins, and be
their God forever. Read Romans 11:26-27, Hebrews 8:10-12,
Hebrews 10:16-17, Isaiah 45:17, Jeremiah 31:33-34.
Jeremiah 31:33 But this shall be the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the
LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be
my people. (34) And they shall teach no more every man
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his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more.
Nehemiah 12:43 Also that day they offered great
sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice
with great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced:
so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.
Notice that the reference to “that day” (the day that God
will make Israel rejoice) is preceded by seven trumpets in verse 41,
which correspond with the seven-trumpet judgments in Revelation.
Unfortunately, the Jews must experience the Great Tribulation,
which is much more severe than the Holocaust.

Trumpet
#1

Trumpet
#2

Trumpet
#3

Trumpet
#4

Revelation 8:6 And the seven angels which had the
seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. (7) The
first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire
mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth:
and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green
grass was burnt up.
Revelation 8:8 And the second angel sounded, and as it
were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into
the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; (9)
And the third part of the creatures which were in the
sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships
were destroyed.
Revelation 8:10 And the third angel sounded, and there
fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp,
and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the
fountains of waters; (11) And the name of the star is
called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters
became wormwood; and many men died of the waters,
because they were made bitter.
Revelation 8:12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the
third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of
the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third
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part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a
third part of it, and the night likewise. (13) And I
beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of
heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to
the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices
of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to
sound!
Trumpet
#5
Trumpet
#6
Trumpet
#7

Revelation 9:1-12
Revelation 9:13-21
Revelation 11:14-19
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Historical Synopsis
Nehemiah, having finished what he undertook for the
fencing and filling of Jerusalem, and having governed the city for 12
years, returned to serve king Artaxerxes in Shushan. But Israel’s
spiritual life began to decay soon after his departure. The
congregation was not pure, the great chamber of the temple was
occupied by an enemy, Sabbath days were not observed, and there
was a growing mischief of intermarriages with heathens. After
certain days in Persia, Nehemiah once again obtained leave to
return to Jerusalem to set things in order.
This chapter can be outlined as such:
•
•
•
•

Pollution of the congregation – Nehemiah 13:1-3
Pollution of the temple – Nehemiah 13:4-14
Profanation of the Sabbath – Nehemiah 13:15-22
Pollution or Defilement of the priesthood – Nehemiah
13:23-31

Key Spiritual Lessons
Having celebrated the new man in the previous chapter,
now is the time to be consecrated or set apart unto the Lord. The
word “consecrate” is used for the first time in Exodus 28:3, where
the Lord told Moses to consecrate his brother Aaron, so that he
could minister to Him in the priest’s office.
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Consecration should be a primary goal for all born-again
blood-washed Christians; that we may be pure before God and
minister to Him in the priest’s office, presently on earth and in
heaven, for all things are created by Him, and for Him.
In this chapter, four things got thrown out: a group of
people (verses 1-3, the Ammonite, Moabite, and mixed multitude),
Tobiah’s stuff (verses 4-9), merchants that sold on the Sabbath day
(verses 15-22), and the high priest’s grandson who married
Sanballat’s daughter (verse 28). Respectively, the four things
represent the world, ungodliness, a disregard for the day of rest
unto the Lord, and the defilement of the priesthood, all of which we
must be careful of when performing our priestly duties to God.
•
•
•
•

Cast out the world – Nehemiah 13:1-3
Cast out ungodliness – Nehemiah 13:4-14
Respect the day of rest – Nehemiah 13:15-22
Respect the priesthood – Nehemiah 13:23-31

Cast out the world

Nehemiah 13:1 On that day they read in the book of Moses in the
audience of the people; and therein was found written, that the
Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the
congregation of God for ever; (2) Because they met not the
children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired Balaam
against them, that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned
the curse into a blessing. (3) Now it came to pass, when they had
heard the law, that they separated from Israel all the mixed
multitude.
The Ammonite and Moabite in verse 1 represent the world,
while bread and water in verse 2 represent the word of God. The
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prophetic message here is that the world (non-believers) will be
excluded from the great congregation of God forever. The personal
application here is that believers must separate themselves from
the world. Following are the reasons:
•

The world does not have bread and water (word of God
that truly satisfies the soul); it only has curses.
o This means you will not go to the world for blessings.
You should depend on God only for blessings for He
can even turn a curse into a blessing—“howbeit our
God turned the curse into a blessing”.
o Your values and truth must 100% be from the word
of God and not a shred from the world. What good
counsels can a cursed thing give you? In verse 1, the
Jews figured out they should cast out the
Ammonites and Moabites by reading the
scriptures—“they read in the book of Moses”—and
not from someone’s worldly advice. It is the written
word of God that matters—“therein was found
written”.

•

God has chosen you to be a peculiar people, therefore
don’t be influenced by and act like the world. 1Peter 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light.

•

God is holy and so should you. 1Peter 1:15 But as he
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner
of conversation; (16) Because it is written, Be ye holy; for
I am holy.
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Cast out ungodliness – Nehemiah 13:4-14
Tobiah was one the enemies that despised the builders of
the walls and scorned their efforts (Nehemiah 2:19). He had faithful
followers and support from the nobles of Judah because he was the
son-in-law of Shechaniah, and his son Johanan married the
daughter of Meshullam (Nehemiah 6:17-19). Apparently, he was
also highly regarded by Eliashib, the high priest, so much so that
Eliashib cleared a great chamber in the house of God and let him
occupy it. The great chamber was used to store offerings, vessels,
and tithes, of which some should be distributed to the Levites,
singers, porters, and priests as commanded by the law. Because of
the favor to Tobiah, the Levites and singers were neglected and
were not given their portions. Consequently, they left the temple
and went back into the country to work in their fields.
In the New Testament, the house of God is the church
corporately, and individually, your body is the temple of God. It is a
grave mistake to defile this temple. 1Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you? (17) If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
Did you carve out a room for ungodliness? Any area in your
life not given to God will be occupied by the enemies. What
perversions do you allow to occupy your body? Do you rob God of
tithes and offerings (Malachi 3:8-12)? Would you ask God to point
them out and lead you in the right way? Psalms 139:23 Search me,
O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: (24) And
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.

Respect the day of rest – Nehemiah 13:15-22
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The Jews profaned the Sabbath by laboring on the holy day
and traded with the men of Tyre. They did not learn from history
and dishonored the Sabbath as did their fathers, and risked God’s
judgment on themselves and the city. Nehemiah chastised the
nobles of Judah and ordered the gates be closed at dusk on Sabbath
eves and reopened after the Sabbath, to prevent burdens from
being brought into Jerusalem.
While the Sabbath belongs to the Jews, the concept is good
for everyone. The Sabbath is the day of rest unto the Lord. Humans
are designed to labor six days a week and rest on the seventh day.
This rest is not to stay at home and watch TV, but again, is a day of
rest unto the Lord; to cease from regular work, and reflect upon and
be thankful for His merciful kindnesses and blessings, and beg for
new mercies and blessings. You will not be happy if you run your life
nonstop without taking this rest. It is foolish to think that you can
work more to “gain an extra buck” and sacrifice your time with the
Lord, because you will end up losing more—your health, loved ones,
friends, etc. Remember, you are created to serve Him.

Respect the priesthood – Nehemiah 13:23-31
The defilement of the priesthood through intermarriages
with heathens was a huge issue in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah.
Read Ezra 9, Ezra 10. God had intended for Israel to be pure and
holy, but the intermarriages with the people of Ashdod, Ammon,
and Moab, especially among the priests and Levites, tainted the
priesthood. Deuteronomy 7:6 For thou art an holy people unto the
LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special
people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the
earth.
Nehemiah took drastic actions to restore the priesthood. He
contended with, cursed, and smote some of the transgressors, and
made them swear: “Ye shall not give your daughters unto their sons,
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nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves”. He put
the priests and Levites back in the business of serving God.
Should the defilement of the priesthood
intermarriages with heathens be taken lightly?

through

•

It was a transgression! Deuteronomy 7:2 And when the
LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt
smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make
no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them: (3)
Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy
daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his
daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. (4) For they will
turn away thy son from following me, that they may
serve other gods: so will the anger of the LORD be
kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.

•

The children from the mixed marriages could not speak
Hebrew, and therefore could not read and understand
the word of God (Nehemiah 13:24).

•

Abraham would rather Isaac be single than to marry a
Canaanite woman. Read Genesis 24:1-6, 37-41. Isaac in
turn charged Jacob: “Thou shalt not take a wife of the
daughters of Canaan.” (Genesis 28:1-2, 6-7)

•

Ezra tore his garment and mantle, plucked off his hair
and beard, and sat down astonished when he learned
about the transgression. Read Ezra 9:3.

•

Two out of 10 chapters in the book of Ezra are devoted
to this issue.

•

God recorded the names of His children who defiled the
priesthood. Read Ezra 10:18-44. Nehemiah 13:29
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Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled
the priesthood, and the covenant of the priesthood, and
of the Levites.
Do not think the defilement of the priesthood through
intermarriages with unbelievers is an Old Testament thing. New
Testament believers must also maintain the priesthood because
they are also the priests of God for His service and worship. Read
Revelation 1:6, Revelation 5:10. Do not defile the priesthood by
marrying unbelievers. 2Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? (15) And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what
part hath he that believeth with an infidel? (16) And what
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. (17)
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Unfortunately, too many Christians flirt with, date, and
marry unbelievers with no regard to the priesthood. Don’t flirt with
unbelievers under the pretense of witnessing in the name of God,
when in reality you think they are cute, hot, and sexy. Understand
the purpose of marriage. God made the woman as a help meet (not
a help mate) for the man. Together, they should be in ministry and
fulfill the Great Commission. How can you achieve this with an
unbeliever?
While a believer may have many things in common with an
unbeliever, the two are spiritually incompatible. God is the spiritual
Father of a believer. The devil is the spiritual father of an unbeliever
(John 8:44). Do you think they will get along?
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Soon after the marriage, you will attend church alone and
get no help or support in ministry. Eventually, your unbelieving
boat-anchor spouse will stop you from all church involvement. Boat
anchors do what they do best—sink and anchor the boat. How
would you like to be tied to a cute, hot, and sexy boat anchor?
Do not think you are the exception? God said, “For SURELY
they will turn away your heart after their gods” (1Kings 11:2). God
used the same word in His advice to Adam, “But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt SURELY die.” You know what
happened to Adam because you are still paying the price. Even
Solomon, the wisest and richest man who ever lived, also went after
unbelieving women and failed. Are you wiser and more resourceful
than Solomon? Read 1Kings 3:1, 1Kings 11:1-8, Nehemiah 13:23-27.
Parents, you will SURELY lose your children to the world if
they marry unbelievers. Which is more painful—to lose a child in a
war knowing the child has accomplished God’s will or to have a
living but defunct child because he/she marries an unbeliever?
During a discipleship trip to New Jersey, my host family told me
their daughter was dating an unbeliever. While they were not happy
about it, they consoled themselves by saying the unbelieving man
had a good job and was kind to their daughter. What would you do?
In another case, the daughter of my discipler was dating an
unbeliever. My discipler flew to Dallas to meet the unbelieving
young man and in a non-threatening way, explained why it would
be over his dead body before he would give her in marriage. He also
explained biblical marriage and why the young man needed Jesus
Christ. The young man received the Lord as his Savior a few weeks
later.

Other Notables
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How should God remember you? Four times the word
“remember” appears in this chapter. Three times, Nehemiah asked
God to remember him for his deeds. Do you want God to remember
your transgressions (Nehemiah 13:29) or good deeds toward Him
and His kingdom? What have you done for God lately?
Nehemiah 13:14 Remember me, O my God, concerning
this, and wipe not out my good deeds that I have done
for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof.
Nehemiah 13:22 And I commanded the Levites that they
should cleanse themselves, and that they should come
and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day.
Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and
spare me according to the greatness of thy mercy.
Nehemiah 13:30 Thus cleansed I them from all strangers,
and appointed the wards of the priests and the Levites,
every one in his business; (31) And for the wood offering,
at times appointed, and for the firstfruits. Remember
me, O my God, for good.

Prophetic End Time Secrets
This final chapter begins with a reference to “that day”
(Nehemiah 13:1) and has two references to “those days” (Nehemiah
13:15, 23). They are the flags to draw our attention to the end time
messages in the chapter. “Those days” refers to the seven years
tribulation period and is part of “that day”, which covers the
beginning of tribulation period to the end of the millennium.
In a nutshell, this chapter foretells the Jews’ apathy toward
the law and God’s commandments during the tribulation period.
They will befriend and open the house of God to their enemy,
dishonor the Sabbath, and intermarry with heathens.
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Eliashib, the high priest, let Tobiah the enemy of the Jews
occupied a great chamber in the house of God. This is a prophecy
that the antichrist will have a close tie with (or be highly regarded
by) the religious leaders of the Jews. He will occupy a great chamber
in the house of God and will proclaim himself as God.
2Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that
day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; (4) Who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped;
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that
he is God.
The antichrist may be related to the Jews through
intermarriage as Tobiah was the son-in-law of Shechaniah. David
wrote about the deception of this enemy. Psalms 55:12 For it was
not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it:
neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against
me; then I would have hid myself from him: (13) But it was thou, a
man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. (14) We took
sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in
company.
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Appendix A – How to Begin a
Right Relationship with God
The Gospel of John, chapter 3 begins with the famous story
of Nicodemus, who visited Jesus by night to learn more of His
doctrine. Nicodemus was no ordinary man. He was a man of
eminence and authority in Jerusalem, a ruler of the Jews, and a
member of the Sanhedrim of the sect of the Pharisees. Among the
Jews, the Pharisees were the strictest sect for religion and holiness
that focused on external purity and performance. Although corrupt,
they highly regarded the Messiah and all the writings of the Old
Testament. They believed in doctrines of angels and spirits and the
resurrection of the dead, which the Sadducees denied. Yet the
Pharisees were irreconcilable enemies of Christ, making it
interesting that such a one should come to Jesus and desire a
conversation with Him.
Jesus positively and vehemently asserted to Nicodemus that
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,”
and “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” Jesus began His speech with “Verily,
verily,” which means amen, surely, truly, and of a truth. Double that
since He said it twice. The matter was non-negotiable and
irreversible. This doctrine caught Nicodemus off guard because the
Jews rested in the Law of Moses. Read Romans 2:17-29. Imagine a
master of Israel who knew the Old Testament inside-out being told
he would miss the Kingdom of God.
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Nicodemus didn’t comprehend the idea of a natural and
spiritual body and that the new birth was to be a spiritual operation.
It was obvious from his statement, “How can a man be born when
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and
be born?” To him, this was absurd, to say nothing of impossible, as
any natural person would think. So Jesus expounded the mystery:
“Verily, verily, except a man be born of water (first birth, physical)
and of the Spirit (second birth, spiritual), he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” Read 1Corinthians 15:39-50. One cannot be
physically born into a relationship with God.
The path to rebirth is simple. Here are the things you must
understand:
•

Problem of mankind
Sin ruined everything. Our first birth was defective.
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God. Read Romans 5:12, Psalms 51:5. Given that
we were all born with a sin nature, our natural self is not
patchable or repairable by worldly or physical means.
No amount of education, religion, morality, or good
works can erase sin and secure a right relationship with
God. Read Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 11:6, Hebrews 11:6.

•

Penalty of sin
The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death.” Sinners who
die in their sins are eternally separated from God. Their
unrighteous souls will stand in judgment and be found
guilty 100% of the time, and they will burn in the lake of
fire for eternity. Ezekiel 18:4 Behold, all souls are mine;
as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is
mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die. All unregenerated sinners will die a second death. As the
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faithful saying goes, “If you are born once, you will die
twice; if you are born twice, you will die once.” Read
Hebrews 9:27, Isaiah 64:6, John 8:23-24, Revelation
20:11-15.
•

Provision of God
John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
Salvation is God’s free gift made available through Jesus
Christ only. Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Our greatest necessity is to be born again by the Holy Spirit
of God, which is a spiritual operation through faith in Jesus Christ.
The spiritual birth is distinctly different than the first birth by flesh—
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6) Unlike physical birth, spiritual birth is
invisible. However, the evidence should be very clear.
Being saved or born again is based on knowledge of the
word of God combined with faith and not on feelings, good works,
visions, experiences, or membership in a certain religion or
denomination. Sadly, many overturn Bible truth with their feelings
and experiences.
You need to know that you are a sinner bound for hell and
that God loves you, sent His Son to die for your sins, and salvation is
a free gift available only in Jesus Christ. John 14:6 Jesus saith unto
him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.
Salvation is a transaction—a conscious decision to exchange
sin and death for forgiveness and eternal life. Be extremely careful,
140

Appendix A – How to Begin a Right Relationship with God
because many people claim to be Christians who are not Christians.
Their salvation testimonies are uncertain and incorrect. Examples of
false saving faith include surviving a terrible accident or near-death
experience, speaking in tongues, water baptism, good works, church
membership, familiarity with Jesus’ stories, someone praying for
them, and so on. I once asked a man if he knew the Lord. He
replied, “Oh, I was baptized when I was 12.” He was basing his
salvation on his baptism and was living with a false hope. Just when
I thought I’d heard it all, a young lady claimed to be a Christian
because she prayed and God healed her sick dog.
Here is a test: If God were to ask you why He should let you
into heaven, what would you say?
What is required to be born again? Accepting Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior by faith through a simple prayer with the following
understanding:
•

•

Admission of sin before Jesus Christ. Jesus is of no use to
the self-righteous, just as doctors are of no use to sick
people who refuse to admit they are sick. Read Mark
2:17. You must see yourself as lost before you can be
saved.
Understanding the penalty of sin is death.

•

Realizing that only Jesus Christ can forgive sins. Read
1Timothy 2:5, John 14:6, 1John 2:23, 1John 5:11-13, Acts
4:10-12, Matthew 7:13-14.

•

Agreeing that God’s salvation is a free gift and not a loan
or debt that should be repaid through good works. All
that is necessary is to simply receive the gift with a
sincere prayer and a believing heart. A gift is free to the
recipient. The giver is the one who pays the price. God’s
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salvation is a free gift that is dearly paid for by Christ’s
blood shed on the cross.
•

Accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior by faith
through a simple prayer. Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved. (10) For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.

After you have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior for the
forgiveness of your sins, you become a child of God. Your next step
is to be baptized, learn the Bible, and be discipled. Pray for God to
send a spiritually mature person to disciple you. If you prayed the
above prayer for the first time after reading this book, it is my
pleasure to welcome you to God’s family. Kindly drop me a note to
inform me of your decision at richmondshee@yahoo.com
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About the Author

I

grew up in a small fishing village in northern Malaysia, bordering
Thailand. My family practiced Taoism in a Muslim country. We
worshiped idols and ancestors. My dad maintained three altars
at home—for the god of wealth, the god of the earth, and
ancestors. He offered a daily drink offering of tea, oil for the lamps,
and incense in the morning and evening. He asked the gods and
ancestors for protection and blessings. On festival days he set out
meat offerings of chicken or duck and sweet cakes, which ended up
as our dinner.

We went to temples on special occasions, such as for
fortune-telling, to celebrate the birthdays of our favorite gods, to
get the best dates for travel, weddings, building, moving, or starting
a new business, and to ask for healing and financial blessings,
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normally in the form of lottery numbers. Indeed, everyone that I
knew asked for three common things—wealth, health, and more
wealth. No one ever kneeled down to an idol and said, “Forgive me,
I am a sinner.”
I was sick a lot in my early years. Grandma frequently took
me to the temple, which was only about 100 yards away. At one
point the priest decided that I should be adopted by the god of
heaven. And so I was given to him. That meant I had to appear
before the god of heaven once a year with offerings and
thanksgiving. I can’t remember if my sickness went away, but
obviously I survived. When I was 15, my grandma decided I needed
to be redeemed from the god of heaven, otherwise I would not
prosper. It didn’t mean anything to me, but I did what I was told. I
went to the temple with incense and offerings and thanked the god
of heaven for his protection and told him that I didn’t need him
anymore.
Our concept of gods and ghosts was simple. We believed
them and didn’t want to offend them. They could be for us or
against us, so we worshiped and bribed them for our personal
benefit.
Hell was real. Asians who practice Taoism know that they
will die and go to hell. This knowledge was passed down to me by
my grandparents in my early years. When Christians in the U.S. told
me that I was going to split hell wide open, this was no new
revelation.
I was taught that the hell god will judge the dead according
to their works. Those with excellent good works will cross the
chasm on the golden bridge without punishment and be
reincarnated as privileged humans. Those with good works that
outweigh their bad works use the silver bridge without punishment,
but will be reincarnated as humans with fewer privileges. Those
who were bad will be severely punished and tortured in hell.
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However, I was taught that punishments could be reduced if
living relatives burned hell money, houses, cars, and maids made of
bamboo and paper as offerings to the hell god. I watched my dad
burn those things to the hell god soon after my grandpa died. He
burned stacks of hell notes, which came in extremely large
denominations, as much as $2 billion apiece. The total amount had
to be in the gazillions. I thought to myself that things must be very
expensive down there. At the end of the burning, a small twister
wind came and picked up the ashes. I was freaked out, but was
comforted when my dad told me that the hell god had received the
offerings.

I was further taught that the Wheel of Reincarnation and
the Pavilion of Forgetfulness are in the Tenth Court of hell. After
serving their sentences, sinners arrive at the Tenth Court to receive
their final judgment from the hell god. Thereafter they are brought
to the Pavilion of Forgetfulness, where an old lady, Meng Po, hands
them a cup of magic tea, which makes them forget their past lives.
They then go through the Wheel of Reincarnation where some are
reborn as humans and some as animals, depending on their past
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deeds. Some are reborn into a life of ease and comfort, while others
into sorrow and suffering.
Life in a small fishing village was good, slow, and peaceful.
People knew each other and dropped by for a visit without an
appointment. My family didn’t have much. I spent a lot of time at
my neighbor’s house watching black and white TV. It was a piece of
furniture with a small tube. I grew up watching Wild, Wild West,
Gun Smoke, Bonanza, The Andy Griffith Show, Looney Tunes, and
Disney programs. I love Bugs Bunny to this day.
Behind the closed doors of most Chinese families, parents
put intense pressure on their children to succeed. My parents
always compared me to other kids. When I did not achieve at
school, I would hear them say, “You lousy…,” “You stupid…,” “You
useless…” It was their way of challenging, motivating, and preparing
me for the real world. Most Chinese parents in their generation
adopted this motivation method. Today I thank them, because they
toughened me for the competition on a global platform. The intense
pressure was driven by two main reasons. 1) The official retirement
age is 55. Males particularly have to succeed by age 30, so the ramp
up is short and steep. There is no time to party. 2) The Chinese
society is very materialistic. People are judged by their possessions.
A Chinese male who does not own a house, a Mercedes Benz, and a
Rolex watch by age 30 is considered an underachiever. (Bear in
mind, those things cost several times more over there than in the
U.S.) The guys who don’t get rich by age 30 have a tough time
getting a date. So life to me was about money, fast money, and lots
of money, by hook or by crook, and I joined the materialistic society.
I was transferred to Kuala Lumpur, the capital of Malaysia,
in my freshman year for higher education. The move was like
dropping someone who couldn’t swim into an ocean with no
floatation. I went from the serene and beautiful beaches of the
South China Sea to a rat-race, glitzy concrete jungle. I had to learn
so many new things, almost all at once. I was so handicapped
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compared to the city kids. My attire, mannerisms, and speech
betrayed me. Things like disco and break dancing while holding a
stereo the size of small luggage was so foreign to me. Thankfully I
was able to make rapid changes and excelled in school.
Unfortunately I was also exposed to the five vices of happiness—
eating, drinking, womanizing, gambling, and smoking. That was the
definition of a successful and happy man.
While I was in college, my parents decided to send all my
siblings to Kuala Lumpur for education and bought a house for us to
live in. My sister attended the St. Mary girls’ school and was the first
to become a Christian in my family. Soon after, my parents retired
and moved in. The next thing I knew, mom was reading the Bible.
That infuriated me. Christianity divided my family—the ladies were
Christians, the boys were Taoists. From then on I hated the Christian
religion and my Christian friends. I treated them badly.
I was one of the earliest computer science graduates in
Malaysia. I had a computer job before I graduated and worked in
the industry for a few years. Computers, especially personal
computers, were so new at the time. It took two men to carry an 80
MB hard drive. I wish I kept the Apple II and the Mac. I still have a
stack of punch cards and a stack of hard drives the size of a large
pizza to remind me of the good old days.
I was increasingly dissatisfied with the open discrimination
by the Malaysian government against the Chinese and Indians, and
decided to move abroad. I was choosing between Australia and the
U.S. Since I grew up watching American TV programs, I chose and
came to the U.S. in 1990 with the hope of seeing cowboys in person
and making lots of dollars so I could return to Malaysia to live like a
king.
Life in the U.S. was a reboot and tough in the beginning. Yet
again I found myself having to assimilate into a foreign culture. I
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ended up in Kansas City and fell in love with the place and the
people. The Midwesterners were so friendly and helpful.
One day a coworker invited me to church. I reluctantly
agreed, because she was my supervisor. I can’t remember what was
said during the service, but I went forward to the altar during the
invitation. Pastor Gary Staab greeted me and offered to teach me
the Bible. We met each Saturday morning at his house for about a
year. He taught me the basic doctrines and principles from the
Bible. I realized the significance of my sins for the very first time. (I
previously thought sin was no big deal because the hell god could
be bribed, and there was reincarnation.) I learned the truth that sin
condemned me to death, and all my good works were unable to
cleanse me or purchase the required redemption. I was separated
from God. I looked for a solution in my old religion, but none of the
idols, monks, and priests could give me eternal life. I discovered
eternal life was a gift from God through Jesus Christ. In 1994, by
faith I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior for the pardoning
of my sins.
God is sovereign. A Taoist kid from a little-known small
fishing village set off in search of worldly success and happiness, but
by the grace of God, found eternal life, true riches, peace, and
purpose. I am forever in debt to and thankful for the Lord Jesus
Christ. I am also thankful for the faithful people whom God put in
my life to teach and guide me in His truth.
I am now serving the Lord in the juvenile detention ministry,
Friends of International Students ministry, and am partnering with
native pastors in India and Nepal. Feel free to email me with your
comments and suggestions at richmondshee@yahoo.com.
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An
inspirational
suspense novel
from Purple
Dreamer
Publishers
available on
Amazon

In 1987, Julie Bradley kidnaps her daughter, stunning everyone who
knows her. She has no other alternative to keep her abusive exhusband from getting at their daughter. Julie’s policeman ex-fatherin-law wants his granddaughter back, in spite of the horrific things
his son has done to her. Like bloodhounds, law enforcement is
always one heart-pounding step behind them. For how long can
they escape? Will Julie’s primitive motherly instincts be enough to
match the will of the enemy? Three things keep Julie grounded: her
journal, a Psalm, and her daughter. One thing is certain, they will
never live ordinary lives.

A 31-day
devotional
guide to
biblical hope,
peace and
emotional
balance
available on
Amazon

Depression does not take God by surprise. What seems like a crisis
to us is an opportunity to Him. Relief starts with an understanding
of His viewpoint. This 31-day devotional looks at the topic of
depression four ways: Common causes; depression’s spiritual
benefits (there are some!); God’s loving rescue; and Bible character
overcomers. This book is especially useful to new believers, singles
and moms. Besides a short daily reading, it includes: Daily “going
deeper” sections for those who want to explore the topic further; a
life-altering assignment to complete by the end of the book; links to
helpful songs; and online free frameable verse pictures. While it is
meant for personal use to complete in one month, it is also
appropriate for use in a classroom or small-group setting with a free
online leader’s guide available on mastertruth.com.

Get to know the
Gospel of John
and be able to
explain every
verse and
chapter

"Read the Gospel of John," is the advice often given to young
believers in Jesus Christ. Richmond Shee, a former Buddhist,
received the same advice many years ago. In this book, he sets out
to show the rich, three-dimensional nature of the Gospel of John,
covering the historical, inspirational, and prophetic angles in each
chapter, which are frequently revealed in pictures, types, and
numbers. He includes illustrations throughout to summarize truth in
a simple, inviting way--something visual learners do not have with
other commentaries. The book is also filled with verse crossreferences, allowing the reader to dig deeper on any topic at any
time. The layout of each chapter serves as an example to the reader
of how to systematically outline and study a book of the Bible. Get
ready for a lively look at the Gospel of John.

Live a life that
matters by the
ancient wisdom
in Ecclesiastes

Ever wonder why you remain empty and can’t seem to find
happiness no matter what you do? Is your anxiety and depression
getting worse, and the pain of emptiness just won’t go away?
Find out why it is absolutely IMPOSSIBLE to be happy by following
your own devices. God challenges you to take your best shot at
manufacturing happiness and see how life works out for you.
Discover God’s way for happiness according to the Bible book of
Ecclesiastes, which was authored by King Solomon, the wisest and
richest man who ever lived. “The Happiness Code” shows how real
happiness is easily attainable. It leads you on a journey through
Ecclesiastes where you will find the mind of God, as well as learned
lessons from Solomon.
Experience REAL HAPPINESS now!

